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A DEVIOUS EXPLANATION 


HE NEW immigration schedule for Pales- 
tine is cold comfort to those who hoped that 
the British government would return to the prin- 
ciple of absorptive capacity without further tem- 
porizing. According to the present schedule 
3,000 immigration certificates will be issued with- 
in the next six months. The smallness of the fig- 
ure is mitigated by the fact that the restriction on 
wives and children has been abolished. Each 
holder of a certificate may bring in his family out- 
side the quota. This change, together with the 
abolition of the limit on students, will appreciably 
increase the number of ‘immigrants above the 
3,000 figure. According to some estimates the ac- 
tual number of entrants within the next six months 
may be in the neighborhood of 10,000 which rep- 
resents a quantitative improvement over the past 
schedule. Nevertheless, despite the liberalization 
of the restrictions on the families of immigrants, 
the schedule contains some profoundly disquieting 
features. 

In the first place, the certificates have been al- 
located into two categories—2,000 for capitalists 
and 1,000 for laborers. This reduction of the 
most vital immigrant element is bound to have a 
damaging effect on the structure of the Yishuv. 
The government’s reason for the decrease in the 
proportion of the workers’ certificates is unem- 
ployment. According to government statistics, 
there are 21,000 unemployed Arabs and 12,000 
unemployed Jews. Granted that such is the case, 
the explanation hardly explains. The govern- 
ment’s reasoning is as disingenuous as that of the 
legendary gentleman who killed his mother and 
then pleaded for mercy on the grounds that he 
was an orphan. It is quite true that there is unem- 
ployment, but it is equally true that the cause is to 
be found in the government's policy of throttling 
immigration. You cannot throw a monkey wrench 
into a rapidly expanding country, geared to a cer- 
tain tempo, and then complain that the machine is 
defective if the wheels stop whirring. It would be 
wiser to start the motor again. The power for 
Palestine’s development is generated by its incom- 
ing thousands of workers. For the government to 
shut off precisely the most productive force for 
Palestinian reconstruction on the plea of unem- 
ployment is tantamount to perpetuating this con- 
dition. That the government appreciates this fact 
may be inferred from its statement that the “poli- 
tical high level’? for immigration will not be main- 
tained as a fixed feature of the government's 
policy. 
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It is still a temporary measure! Presumably, 
the principle of economic absorptive capacity, to 
which the government is pledged, will be reintro- 
duced in the future. In the meantime, compro- 
mise and delay are proving as injurious in this mat- 
ter as they have in all others where the Mandatory 
Power chose the devious course of retreating and 
vacillating in the face of violence. The appeal to 
expediency has been proven most inexpedient. It 
has restored neither order nor prosperity to the 
country. It were time the government realized 
that the best guarantee of Palestine’s well-being 
lies in the removal of obstacles placed by the 
Government itself. 


THE GOOSESTEP IN AUSTRIA 
i ing SUMMATION of the prevalent anarchy 


in international affairs is contained in the 
dirge over Schuschnigg’s fall. Who should weep 
over Schuschnigg? The working men and women 
of Vienna? Schuschnigg was the heir of bloody 
Dollfuss who shelled working men and women for 
the sole reason that they were devoted to their 
self-emancipation. It was Schuschnigg who kept 
their teachers jailed, lest Dollfuss’ bloody work be 
undone. The Jews? Because he was less anti- 
Semitic than Hitler? Liberals? Because this 
clerical fascist silenced but did not jail them? 

Dog eat dog. Hitler wolfed up Austria. Yet 
to the end Schuschnigg was looked upon as a re- 
fuge by all whom he had oppressed. The Jews 
clung to his clerical regime as to a last straw. To 
the last the working class leaders negotiated with 
Schuschnigg. A united front against destruction. 

For the Jews the tragedy is so complete that it 
escapes comprehension. The sole right of which 
they have not been deprived is the right to die. 
Hundreds have availed themselves of it, but still 
200,000 remain. Caught in a trap. From Roth- 
schild to the poorest Galician none can escape. 
Some could not go, the inertia of poverty kept 
them in the city. But even the wisest of prognos- 
ticators, the most cautious of capitalists were 
caught as the bounding lines turned to prison 
walls. Even the Jewish national funds were 
thought to be safe—now they finance anti-Jewish 
propaganda. 

Though the tragedy of the Jews is the greatest, 
they alone, perhaps, can find some hope and ex- 
tract some order from the chaos. ‘The Jews 
must go,” declared Goering. Not being a student 
of Jewish history, he does not know that he was 
merely echoing a cry that was heard in Vienna be- 
fore 1670 when the Jews were expelled “forever.” 
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We have managed to survive, until now. But 
in 1670 not one Jew gave up his faith to escape 
expulsion. In 1938 thousands of Jews adopted 
Catholicism with the futile hope of escape from 
their common fate. Our enemies are no stronger, 
but are we not weaker? Will world and Amer- 
ican Jewry live up to its task? 


Perhaps some of us have failed. Many of our 
“friends” have failed us as well. There are no 
places of refuge for the exiled Jews as there were 
during the “dark” medieval period. South Amer- 
ica is closed. Biro-Bidjan has been closed to for- 
eign Jews. The British, with their occasional lack 
of humor or their magnificent calm, have an- 
nounced that they will allow Dr. Neumann and 
Sigmund Freud to enter above the quota because 
they are such “unusual cases.” President Roose- 
velt’s voice was the sole one raised to challenge 
Hitler. His act is more than a gesture; thousands 
of refugees will be saved. But what of the hun- 
dreds of thousands? 


To those only Palestine still remains as the only 
hope of escape and salvation. Now, clearer than 
ever, our task is to compel the removal of the bar- 
riers around the National Homeland. There is 
but one political task in Zionism today—a free im-. 
migration to Palestine. 


ROOSEVELT'S INTERNATIONAL 
ee ROOSEVELT’S proposal to es- 


tablish an international agency for the aid of 
political refugees has already enlisted the support 
of Great Britain ,France, Belgium and a number 
of Central and South American Republics. The 
President has been at pains to make clear that his 
courageous and generous step is in no way a de- 
parture from America’s accepted attitude towards 
political exiles since 1789. He need have no fears 
on that score. We are not likely to forget the 
glorious tradition established by the United States 
since its inception. It was the young American 
democracy which offered a refuge to the Polish 
patriot Kosciuczko — and later to the Italian 
fighter for liberty, Garibaldi. It was the United 
States that opened its doors to the stream of 
German refugees after the revolution of 1848. 
It was the United States which, outraged by the 
Kishineff pogroms, broke off diplomatic relations 
with Russia. And it is again the United States 
which today lifts the torch of freedom in rebuke 
to the fascist oppression of minorities. 


The proposal contemplates no legislative 
changes, or the lifting of present restrictions on 
immigration. The intention is to use the present 
quotas to the full for the immediate relief of those 
in need of asylum. Last year 30% of the Aus- 
trian quota and only 48% of the German quota 
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were used up. The maximum utilization of these 
quotas alone would mean a refuge for nearly twen- 
ty thousand immigrants. It is possible that the Ger- 
man government might interpose obstacles to this 
plan by claiming that since Jews are not citizens, 
they should not avail themselves of the unused 
German immigration quota. Such an act would be 
wholly in line with Nazi ethics. No doubt, how- 
ever, the U. S. consulates in Germany and Austria 
will be prepared to meet such a contingency by 
ignoring a good deal of customary red tape. 

The American Federation of Labor, while fav- 
oring the President’s plan, has come out in opposi- 
tion to the lifting of bans on immigration because 
of unemployment in our country. Those who fear 
an increase in our economic difficulties because of 
an influx of immigrants should note the provision 
of the proposal which calls for private funds to 
finance the immigration and settlement of the new- 
comers. President Roosevelt has taken a great 
step toward alleviating human suffering; he has 
aroused the seemingly slumbering conscience of 
mankind out of its torpor. He can take a still 
greater step by championing the abolition of 
quotas for the victims of political and religious 
persecution. To make this possible, suitable 
means for providing the necessary funds should be 
found without delay. The President of the 
United States has set a magnificent example to the 
nations of the world by daring to speak of free- 
dom, justice and mercy to the black and brown 
international of hate. 


MORE "PROTECTION" 
ITLER’S THREAT to “protect’’ all Ger- 


! man minorities, quickly followed up by his 
grab of Austria, and by his stationing Nazi troops 
on the borders of Czechoslovakia has already pro- 
duced some of its intended results. Prague has 
announced its readiness to grant its German minor- 
ity population a 22% representation in all public 
offices and, at the Fuehrer’s command, has or- 
dered a curb on all “anti-German” news items. 
This knuckling under to the Nazi mailed fist is ap- 
parently only the prelude to other concessions in 
the offing. Already Henlein, “the Czechoslovak- 
ian Hitler,” is demanding totalitarian rights over 
“persecuted” Germans in the sole democracy in 
central Europe! Besides, abetted by Nazi propa- 
ganda, the Slovak Catholic People’s party, under 
the leadership of the Reverend Father Andrej 
Hlinka, is now including in its program “‘the secur- 
ing of territorial frontiers’ for the Slovak popula- 
tion. Furthermore, Laslo Dzurany, on behalf of 
a Hungarian fascist group, has declared in true 
Nazi lingo: ‘‘We are Magyars with every breath 
we breathe.” Only too obviously Hitler Germany 
is pursuing a policy aiming at a disintegration of 
the Czechoslovakian state and its consequent re- 
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duction to a condition of Nazi economic and poli- 
tical vassalage. And Neville Chamberlain’s re- 
fusal to back France and Russia in their promise 
to protect Czechoslovakia against Nazi invasion 
definitely plays into Hitler’s hands. 

Gloomy as are these prospects for Czechoslo- 
vakian independence, it is however unlikely that 
Czechoslovakia will prove another Austria or 
Spain. If a Hitler army invades this only surviv- 
ing central European democracy, German aggres- 
sion will assuredly force French and Russian in- 
tervention. And once France becomes embroiled 
in an international war—as Chamberlain intim- 
ated—English imperial interests could not afford 
to sit on the fence. Fortunately for Czechoslo- 
vakia’s preservation, Hitler is seemingly not yet 
ready to meet the prospect of a first-class conflict. 
He neither has the trained officers nor the raw 
material essential for a world war. And as long 
as this situation continues, Czechoslovakia’s sover- 
eignty remains safe. Nor is it probable that any- 
thing short of an open invasion by Hitler’s aero- 
planes, tanks, and goose-stepping infantry, could 
impose a totalitarian government on Czechoslo- 
vakia. For Czechoslovakia is a democratic coun- 
try in which no single national group constitutes a 
majority. The Czechs themselves, apart from 
their democratic ideology, are not in a position to 
adopt a totalitarian philosophy for the simple 
reason that out of a total population comprising 
14,729,536, they number only six and a half mil- 
lions. Luckily, too, the three and a half million 
Germans are not all under Henlein’s control. 

Besides, though thickly settled in areas near 
the Austrian borderline, they are too widely scat- 
tered throughout the country to be enabled to ob- 
tain a territorial autonomy. The same holds true 
of the other groups. Bratislava (formerly called 
Pressburg) is the capital of the country’s two and 
a half million Slovakians but the German and 
Hungarian inhabitants in that city outnumber the 
Slovakians. Czechoslovakia contains only a three- 
quarter million Hungarians and a _ half-million 
Ruthenians. The balance of the population con- 
sists of Jews, Poles, and other minor nationalities. 
All these elements are so distributed as to render 
both territorial autonomies and a totalitarian 
policy untenable. And unless France and Russia 
deliberately surrender Czechoslovakia to Nazi- 
German domination, it is reasonably certain that 
Czechoslovakia with its 350,000 Jewish popula- 
tion will further develop as a democratic state. 

Czechoslovakia has its uphill struggle against 
both internal and external fascist enemies. None- 


theless, its case is anything but hopeless. It is that 
outpost for democracy in central Europe which 
may after all hold out successfully against the 
forces of reaction which are menacing Western 
civilization. 


STREICHER CROSSES THE OCEAN 


CCORDING to the daily press, eighteen 

newspapermen, hand-picked from New York, 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, St. Louis, as well as smaller towns in 
Georgia, Texas, California, and Oregon, were 
convened last month at the Austrian legation in 
Washington, D. C. They gathered in the capital 
to hear elaborate proposals for launching a chain 
of anti-Semitic, pro-Nazi daily newspapers to be 
published in eleven strategically selected cities in 
the United States. To convince the gathering that 
the idea of establishing an ‘‘anti-Jew press” in this 
country has gone beyond the stage of mere plan- 
ning, reports were made that many German-Amer- 
ican businessmen had already declared their will- 
ingness to invest the necessary funds. Moreover, 
a certain Mr. Ulrich assured the meeting that 
members of the German-American Volksbund are 
prepared to act as circulation canvassers. But 
these details, though tempting morsels, did not 
cause the assembled “‘fish” to bite. In fact, some 
even refused as much as to nibble. For thirteen 
of the eighteen newsmen invited to the conference, 
though now holding down lucrative jobs as propa- 
gandists to break the boycott against German 
goods, balked at the scheme to start an outright 
anti-Semitic newspaper ring. Rather than become 
confederates in the outlined anti-Semitic conspir- 
acy, they actually threw up their present positions. 
Their gesture—though a temporary check to the 
introduction of a Streicher daily press in this coun- 
try—should however create no false hopes among 
American liberals. Of course it is heartening to 
know that thirteen journalists refused to become 
hirelings of Goebbels. But undoubtedly less scru- 
pulous brethren in the writing fraternity will even- 
tually nibble at the bait of German propaganda- 
money. And the phenomenon of a Hitler-subsid- 
ized press advocating race hatred may soon be- 
come an accomplished fact in American life. A 
Congressional investigation of this interstate con- 
spiracy may perhaps nip it in the bud. Yet the 
most effective preventive activities reside in local 
rather than national measures. Democratic senti- 
ment among American citizens must be mobilized 
in every locality wherever Nazis attempt (with 
slick journalistic aid) to start in the United States 
an organized Jew-baiting movement. 


MILLIONS OF ROUBLES 
HE DECLARATION of Dr. Joseph Rosen 


concerning the forthcoming liquidation of the 
Agro-Joint, the colonization agency of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Joint Distribution Committee in the 
Soviet Union, of which he is director, received a 
great deal of justly deserved attention because of 
his clarification of the Biro-Bidjan situation. Un- 
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fortunately, the present problem of the existing 
Jewish colonies in the Soviet White Russia, Uk- 
raine and Crimea has been ignored because of the 
emphasis on Biro-Bidjan. Ten million dollars 
were invested in the effort to settle the Jews on 
land in the thirteen years of the existence of this 
agency. The American Society for Jewish Farm 
Settlements in Russia, Inc., operating through the 
Agro-Joint disbursed a total of additional eight 
million dollars for the same purpose. At the height 
of its success the Agro-Joint claimed to have set- 
tled 250,000 Jews on land, an unprecedent 
achievement in Jewish history. 

Labor Zionists have always been rather hesitant 
about the success of the permanent transformation 
of a large number of Jewish city dwellers into 
peasants without a conscious ideal of social recon- 
struction and national rehabilitation. We have 
been and still are sceptical about grandiose terri- 
torial schemes, especially when they are fostered 
deliberately as counter Palestine propaganda. 
We favor every attempt to productivize Jewish 
life in any part of the world. The experiment of 
the Agro-Joint was considered by us as a neces- 
sary and useful relief measure for the aid of the 
starving and declassed Jewish masses in the Soviet 
Union, especially during the very difficult periods 
of Military Communism and the NEP. Some of 
the more enthusiastic among us looked upon this 
experiment as a far reaching reshifting of the 
shaky Jewish occupational structure and one that 
was worthy of emulation by world Jewry. They 
were even willing to forget for the time being the 
process of mass assimilation and persecutions of 
the Jewish religion and Zionism. Others who, 
more sceptical, and as we see now, also wiser, 
doubted the possibilities of the permanent exist- 
ence of these settlements of refuge. The sceptics 
were right. The children of the colonists as a rule 
do not remain on the soil; instead they become 
white-collar workers and professionals in the cities. 
Their place on the farms is taken up by members 
of other nationalities, Tartars, Russians, White 
Russians, Ukrainians and Germans. 

These colonies thus are losing their Jewish 
characteristics which were expressed only in the 
origin and in the Yiddish language of the settlers. 
News items from the Soviet press seem to point 
to the fact that this “‘internationalization” of the 
Jewish settlements is a part of a deliberate gov- 
ernmental policy. 

In pointing out these developments we do not 
at all intend to criticize the leaders of the Agro- 
Joint or the Joint. Their effort at the time was 
both a genuine necessity and a useful and construc- 
tive mass social work. It will constitute an im- 


portant chapter in the history of American relief 
for European Jewry. We are puzzled however 
at the intentions of the Agro-Joint not to with- 
draw from Russia the invested capital in coloniza- 
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tion, which was given to the colonists in a form of 
loans. These loans, Dr. Rosen informs us, are 
to be paid back within this year to the Agro-Joint 
and in turn will be spent by the Joint for the 
purpose of raising the standard of living and for 
the improvement of the appearance of the Jewish 
colonies. This gift will amount to five million 
roubles. Nothing was said about what will hap- 
pen to the money accruing from the loans returned 
by the colonists to the American Society for Jew- 
ish Farm Settlements in Russia. 

Five million is a large sum of money, even if it 
is in roubles. We do not know about the exchange 
value and arrangements made between the Agro- 
Joint and the Soviet government, hence we can- 
not tell what the equivalent of this sum is in dol- 
lars, the original currency invested. We do know, 
however, and the leaders of the Soviet Union know 
as well as we do about the terrible plight of Jewry 
in places outside of Russia. Can world Jewry af- 
ford to spend now such huge sums of money for 
the relative luxuries of raising the living standards 
of people who managed to repay their loans and 
for improving the appearance of villages, proper- 
ly an object of local concern, especially since the 
Soviet government with a budget of billions has 
taken over this work of the Agro-Joint? 

There are rumors which have it that the reason 
for this munificent gift is a simple one: the Soviet 
government refuses to permit the export of their 
money. It may be justifiably embarassing for the 
leaders of the Agro-Joint to verify or deny these 
rumors now. The official representatives of the 
Soviet Union should be asked this question by the 
liberal and progressive world. Can a supposedly 
humane and socialist government at the present 
time be so blind to the needs of the Jewish masses 
as to deprive them of the use of funds for their 
succor? We can understand why the Soviet 
Union does not open its gates to Jewish immig- 
rants; but we cannot comprehend how it can de- 
prive the persecuted Jews of funds collected in 
good faith for relief and colonization and not for 
luxuries at a time when ‘their needs are growing 
greater and greater, and when the money can be 
used in a far more constructive way than the “im- 
proving of the appearance of Jewish Kolkhozes”’ ! 


THE "JEWISH FRONTIER" EXPANDS 
HE “JEWISH FRONTIER” is now enter- 


ing upon a new phase of expansion. Begin- 
ning with the next issue, it will be incorporated un- 
der the title of the ‘Jewish Frontier Publishing 
Association, Inc.” This new development in no 
way alters the policies heretofore upheld by the 
editors and by the organization which sponsored 
this publication. 


Founded by the League for Labor Palestine, 


three years ago, the “Jewish Frontier” has made 
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substantial progress, having reached tens of thou- 
sands of readers on whom, we hope, it has left an 
impression. It has served as the mouthpiece not 
only of the League, but of an entire movement 
which is consecrated to the upbuilding of a Jewish 
national homeland in Palestine on the basis of 
social and economic equality. Furthermore, it has 
always advocated a progressive and constructive 
policy in Jewish as well as in general American 
life. 

The publication of a monthly of the size and 
standard of the “Jewish Frontier” is a large task 
and its expansion requires additional forces. The 
incorporation extends responsibility for the fur- 
ther growth and-development of our magazine, to 


‘and aspirations of the Histadrut. 
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the League for Labor Palestine and to the Poale 
Zion-Zeire Zion Organization, as well as to all 
other groups who are in sympathy with the aims 
Every group 
interested in the future, and convinced of the need 
for a publication like the ‘Jewish Frintier”’, will 
now cooperate effectively for its continued devel- 
opment. 

In the very near future, the “Jewish Frontier 
Publishing Association, Inc.” will issue a series of 
stock at nominal prices. The organizations of our 
own movement have pledged their wholehearted 
support to this enterprise. We hope that our read- 
ers and friends of Labor Palestine will respond as 
readily and contribute their share to the further 
progress of the “Jewish Frontier.” 


The Fascist Advance In Quebec 


F gpg nia PREMIER Maurice Duplessis 
and “Fuehrer” Adrien Arcand have within 
recent days been spotlighted by the American 
press as the instigators and originators of Canad- 
ian Fascism, those intimately acquainted with the 
Canadian scene have beheld the ominous signs of 
such a movement for a considerable number of 
years prior to the catapulting of these two individ- 
uals into the glare of recent widespread publicity. 
Reaction and oppression are not things altogether 
new under the sun in the Province of Quebec. For 
many years a bankrupt and trembling capitalism 
has been subtly preparing the way for such totali- 
tarian authority, on the part of the powers-that-be, 
as may be found necessary in any emergency or 
crisis. 

And with excellent reason! For, under such a 
feudal economy as exists in this most backward 
and unprogressive of all the Canadian provinces, 
unrest and upheaval cannot but be feared. Thus 
a well known student of social problems, writing 
in the ‘Toronto Daily Star” of March 2nd, 1938, 
asserts, as a result of painstaking investigation, 
that ‘‘wages in the Province of Quebec are, with 
very few exceptions, not only below the subsistence 
budget established by the Canada Labor Gazette 
($26.37 per week for a family of five), but also 
below the charity budget constructed by the Mont- 
real Welfare Council.”” According to this welfare 
council, the minimum amount on which a family of 
five can exist in Quebec is $20.64 per week, which 
allows $10.09 a week for food, $4.20 for rent, 
$1.54 for fuel and light, and $4.92 for clothing 
and sundries. But the average wage, it is further 
pointed out, is but $14.00 per week, or approxi- 
mately thirty per cent below the charity budget, 
and almost fifty per cent (46%) below the budget 


® by Maurice N. Eisendrath 


prepared by the Dominion Department of Labor. 
But this aforementioned $14.00 a week is merely 
an average. There are thousands of workers who 
receive a great deal less, while many wage-earn- 
ers: waiters and waitresses, porters, baggage-car- 
riers and the like, receive in all too many instances 
no regular remuneration at all, but must depend 
solely upon tips. 


To all but those acquainted with the most horri- 
fying conditions existent among the sharecroppers 
of the southern United States, the evidence pub- 
lished by a recent Royal Commission’s inquiry into 
Price Spreads in the Dominion of Canada is well- 
nigh incredible. Almost incomprehensible in a 
land of such unlimited natural resources as Can- 
ada, (which produces, next to South Africa, the 
world’s largest quantity of gold; which next to 
Russia supplies the greatest exports of timber; 
which next to the United States is the greatest ex- 
porter of wheat in the world), is the revelation 
made by this Royal Commission that, in the Prov- 
ince of Quebec especially, adult male workers are 
frequently paid from 5%4c to 10c an hour. There 
is scarcely a single major industry in this province 
in which the wage-earner has the opportunity of 
mantaining a decent Canadian standard of living. 
In the furniture-making industry, for example, this 
same Commission ascertained that 84% of the 
workers’ in 26 of the principal plants were paid 
less than $10.00 a week—or more than fifty per 
cent below the bare charity budget. Youths, 
twenty years of age, were paid from $1.88 to 
$6.00 a week, and have thus no chance whatsoever 
of marrying or founding a Canadian home. The 
same miserable story could be repeated, had we 
the space, with regard to the boot and shoe indus- 
try, the tobacco industry, the meat-packing plants, 
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the retail stores, and the whole nexus of Quebec 
commerce and finance—to say nothing of the offic- 
ially tabulated statistics which reveal the shocking 
facts that “the infant death rate in Quebec is two 
and three times higher than elsewhere in Canada; 
that the death rate from communicable diseases is 
four times higher than the Dominion rate; that 
typhoid and diphtheria are still uncontrolled in 
Quebec though controlled elsewhere; that the 
death rate from tuberculosis is twice as high there 
as in Ontario.” 

Small wonder then that unrest is rife. And 
small wonder likewise that the feudal masters of 
this warped and intolerable economic situation 
should have become both forewarned and fore- 
armed by establishing such barriers to dissension 
as would crush any slightest spark of revolt ere it 
could kindle into a flame. Hence during the past 


- decade and a half, or covering approximately the 


critical period since the World War, the inhabit- 
ants of what was once the “‘freest province in Can- 
ada” have been cheated, one by one, of their fun- 
damental and erstwhile inalienable prerogatives, 
supposedly guaranteed them by the British Magna 
Charta and the Bill of Rights. This sly and silent 
thievery in the night began not with Duplessis and 
Arcand, but with the former’s predecessor in the 
premiership, Mr. Taschereau, whom Mr. R. L. 
Calder, K. C., one of the most able leaders of the 
recently formed Canadian Civil Liberties Union, 
characterizes as ‘‘a masterful man, professing him- 
self a Liberal, but in fact the most arrant Tory in 
Canada.” 

The first erstwhile inalienable right of which 
Mr. Taschereau deprived the inhabitants of Que- 
bec was that of Habeas Corpus when, in order to 
protect the Commission set up by the Alcoholic 
Liquor Act, this right was abolished in respect to 


this state monopoly in somewhat the same fashion. 


as was achieved by the legislation which estab- 
lished the “‘gabelle,” or the royal salt monopoly of 
France—one of the principal causes of the French 
Revolution. ‘The powers conferred upon the salt 
commission were exactly the same as those granted 
by Mr. Taschereau to the Quebec Liquor Com- 
mission. It was set above the law,” states Mr. 
Calder, a reliable student of Canadian and British 
jurisprudence. 

Similar steps were taken to undermine those 
other precious privileges of every son of Britain: 
the writ of quo varranto, the writ of mandamus, 
the writ of certiorari, the writ of prohibition and 
the writ of injunction, each of which was gradually 
whittled down or eliminated entirely from certain 
spheres of the Quebec judiciary in a manner as cal- 
culating and as machiavellian as that of any dicta- 
tor of central or eastern Europe. Time precludes 
our tracing of this distressing story of the highway 
robbery thus committed by a legally constituted 
government under the tutelage of a ruthless capit- 
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alism, and perhaps of a reactionary hierarchy as 
well. Those who are interested in pursuing this 
facet of our subject further we would refer to R. 
L. Calder’s carefully documented volume dealing 
with it entitled: “Our Vanishing Civil Liberties.” 

But what Mr. Taschereau began, Mr. Duplessis 
finished. On March 24th, 1937, there was en- 
acted the famous, or rather the exceedingly in- 
famous, Padlock Law, which deliberately outlaws 
every known principle of British or human justice. 
This recently enacted piece of legislation is known 
as “An Act to Protect the Province of Quebec 
Against Communistic Propaganda,” though statis- 
tics will demonstrate that, despite all the provoca- 
tions to communism that we have educed at the 
outset of this article, there is probably less actual 
threat of communism in the ecclesiastically domin- 
ated province of Quebec than in any other part of 
Canada, or, for that matter, of the world. But 
notwithstanding this fact the governing word of 
this Statute is the word “communistic.” Yet the 
Act itself does not bother to define just what is im- 
plied by that generic term. Other words in the 
Statute are most carefully and meticulously and 
minutely defined. Thus, even though common 
sense ought to provide any person of merely aver- 
age intelligence with a fairly accurate knowledge 
of what is meant by the designation, “‘house,”’ this 
“Act to Protect the Province Against Communistic 
Propaganda” takes great pains to specify that 
“the word ‘house’ shall mean any building, shelter, 
penthouse, shed, or other construction under what- 
ever name known and designated, attached to the 
ground or portable, erected or placed above or 
below the ground, permanently or temporarily; 
and in the case of a house, partly within the terri- 
tory of the province and partly outside that terri- 
tory, the word ‘house’ shall mean the portion with- 
in the Province of Quebec.” Q. E. D. 

After that, there should be little doubt in any- 
one’s mind as to just what kind of a structure dare 
not house any “communistic propaganda.” But 
as far as that all-important word, ‘‘communistic,” 
itself is concerned, you may read and reread this 
Act and you will fail to find anywhere the vaguest 
hint as to just what is meant by this most abused 
of all contemporary generalizations. However, 
such a definition was deemed unnecessary by the 
Honorable T. J. Coonan, Minister Without Port- 
folio in the Duplessis Cabinet, because, as he so 
aptly phrased it: ‘There are possibly no more 
than five people in all Canada who know what it 
is.’ Yet, this thing with regard to which all but 
five omniscient beings in the whole of Canada are 
totally in the dark can be cracked down upon and 
ruthlessly suppressed on the slightest suspicion by 
the police power of the Province. Perhaps for the 
first time in all history, (remember that even a 
non-Aryan is painstakingly defined in Nazi Ger- 
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many), a human action has been singled out for 
repression and punishment without the trouble 
having been taken to define it. All that is neces- 
sary is that “the Attorney General possess satis- 
factory proof that an infringement of Section 3 
(undefined communistic propaganda) has been 
committed.” Any such house, publishing house, 
or even public library that propagates or so much 
as houses any ‘newspaper, periodical, pamphlet, 
circular, document or writing whatsoever, propa- 
gating or tending to propagate communism 
or bolshevism” can be_ padlocked by the 
provincial authorities and its contents con- 
fiscated. And who is to be the supreme 
and infallible judge of such allegedly ‘“communis- 
tic or bolshevistic’” propaganda? Again, we find 
that the Act takes us back to tactics that are all too 
shockingly reminiscent of the Spanish Inquisition. 
Thus we read: “Any constable or peace officer, 
upon instruction of the Attorney General, or of his 
substitute, or of a person authorized by him for 
the purpose, may seize and confiscate any news- 
paper, periodical, pamphlet, et cetera—printed, 
published or distributed in contravention of Sec- 
tion 12.” ‘Thus it is the police in whom has been 
vested the decision to seize or not to seize, to con- 
fiscate or not to confiscate, to padlock or not to 
padlock. And strange indeed are the anomalies 
to which this has already led. Copies of ‘‘Cor- 
onet,” “Look,” the biography of Mr. J. S. 
Woodsworth, leader of the Co-operative Com- 
monwealth Party, and—mirabile dictu—even a 
stray edition of “Oliver Twist” has been pounced 
upon by the snooping police, because of the frontis- 
piece of the latter portrayed Oliver asking for 
MORE—a dangerous and revolutionary sugges- 
tion in this Province of feudal exploitation and 
frenzied red-baiting. 

Such is the grim dictatorship that almost imper- 
ceptibly has already set itself astride a goodly por- 
tion of the Dominion of Canada. Now with this 
war against the red bogey of communism thus 
flamboyantly declared by a fear-filled capitalism 
and a backward-gazing ecclesiasticism, it is small 
wonder that those whose interest and consecrated 
desire it is to establish within the entire domain of 
Canada the corporative state should exploit the 
most gleaming and effective weapon of fascism 
elsewhere and should seek to transplant onto their 
own soil the most virulent and vicious of anti-Sem- 
itic propaganda. And the background which we 
have already traced, of unbelievable economic ex- 
ploitation in the midst of one of the most richly 
dowered countries on earth, of the ruthless deter- 
mination to avoid any domestic disturbance by out- 
lawing in advance whatever protest might arise 
from the downtrodden masses by branding its 
every manifestation as communistic and terroriz- 
ing it into silence—all this has provided the most 
fertile soil possible for the sowing and the fructi- 
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fying of one of the most vehement and aggressive 
anti-Semitic movements in the world. 

Thus, while Canada has never been entirely free 
of those subtler manifestations of anti-Semitism 
which infest the social and the cultural spheres of 
life, its traditions, as part of the British Empire, 
have until quite recently kept its escutcheon un- 
soiled by the more damning and damaging forms 
of European anti-Jewish feeling. But with this 
obvious swinging of the Province of Quebec into 
the Rome-Berlin axis, and with its predilection for 
the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo compact against so-called 
communism, the Jews in Canada are confronted 
with an anti-Semitic offensive of the first magni- 
tude. While ‘“Fuehrer” Adrien Arcand may be 
bellowing a bit toc vociferously to be taken ser- 
iously by those who have always been too blind to 
see the trend of social events beneath their very 
noses, he is none the less the leader of a rapidly 
growing movement of Canadian fascists whose 
avowed purpose is to rear in Canada a corporative 
state in which, as in Naziland, the Jew will be de- 
finitely reduced to second- or third-class citizen- 
ship. His party, named after its Nazi prototype, 
Le Parti National Social Chretien du Canada, is 
responsible for the greater part of that flood of 
savage anti-Jewish, anti-Masonic, anti-democratic 
propaganda that has been literally swamping the 
entire Dominion. Recently, for example, this 
party published a 32-page pamphlet called ‘“The 
Key to the Mystery,” one of the most vilifying 
anti-Semitic canards ever issued anywhere and 
rivalling, if not surpassing, even the vile sheets of 
Dr. Streicher’s ‘‘Der Stuermer,” from which most 
of its materials are derived. It has been estimated 
that many hundreds of thousands of this particular 
periodical have been printed in French, German, 
and more recently, in English and have been dis- 
tributed at a cost of many thousands of dollars 
both by truck and from door to door throughout 
the whole of the Dominion. Civic officials, police 
officers, leading industrialists, clergymen, school 
teachers, members of every walk of life both in 
the larger centers of population and in the small- 
est hamlets and villages have been circularized 
with this poison-dripping propaganda. 

Nor is this National Social Christian Party 
alone in its nefarious policy of Jew-baiting. For 
some time past the investigations conducted by the 
Canadian Jewish Congress have impelled it to con- 
clude that the various other fascist and anti-Sem- 
itic movements were all linked together, and that 
the Dominion would soon be confronted by a first- 
class fascist and anti-Semitic network. As in Ger- 
many, such gloomy forecasts were as usual greeted 
with the proverbially smug self-confidence that “‘it 
can’t happen here.” Within the past few weeks, 
however, Adrien Arcand has indicated that there 
is a definite bond of union between his own move- 
ment in Quebec and the well-known Canadian 
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Nationalist Party in the West and with a similar 
movement in Ontario. He has just publicly and 
blatantly proclaimed the names of these respective 
“fuehrers” in these various sections and has pro- 
vocatively announced that an all-Canadian con- 
clave will take place somewhere in the Province of 
Ontario in the early summer. 

In addition to this ominous movement headed 
by Arcand and having its tentacles stretching out 
over the entire Dominion, there are various other 
organizations which we who have been laboring in 
the field of Public Relations with the Canadian 
Jewish Congress have every reason to believe are 
closely interlinked one with the other, and all of 
them apparently in close and constant touch with 
the primal source of all this anti-Jewish machina- 
tion abroad. Thus, we have the various German- 
speaking groups: the N. S. D. A. P. Kanada, the 
Deutsche Bund, which can undoubtedly be identi- 
fied with the Deutsche Volksbund now under fire 
in the United States; the Arbeits Front, the 
Deutsch Arbeitsgemeinschaft—all of which seem- 
ingly interchange literature and communications 
with the aforementioned organizations indigenous 
to Canada, and all of which bear as their official 
insignia the grim, black-hooked cross of the Nazis, 
the gruesome and foreboding swastika sometimes 
ominously superimposed on the Canadian maple 
leaf. Finally, there are innumerable other alien 
groups as well as the Canadian Union of Fascists, 
which is a branch of Oswald Mosley’s outfit in 
Great Britain—all of which have interlocking con- 
nections and thus comprise a formidable network. 
Most of these organizations, especially if solicited 
for information, distribute similar literature and 
virtually all of them carry prominent displays of 
such German “cultural” (sic!) societies as the 
“Fichte Bund” in Hamburg and the “World Ser- 
vice” in Ehrfurt, Germany, from which are spew- 
ed forth tons upon tons of vicious anti-democratic, 
anti-organized labor, anti-masonic, anti-Jewish 
pamphlets and periodicals, until the offices of the 
Canadian Jewish Congress, which is conducting 
the most comprehensive research and the most 
vigorous campaign against anti-Semitism in Can- 
ada, has on file more than four hundred different 
exhibits of such venomous propaganda that is 
poisoning the minds and hearts of the Canadian 
people against their most cherished institutions 
and particularly against the Jewish minority with- 
in their midst. 

Thus, while it may be true that when, in res- 
ponse to the Minister of Justice’s decision to inves- 
tigate at least certain phases of fascist activity in 
Canada, (drilling, and the like), Adrien Arcand 
threatened to “march on Ottawa and show the 
Honorable Mr. LaPointe what we are—and that 
our men are better drilled and in better order than 
the soldiers they have there now,” he may have 
been indulging in a bit of Hitlerite pyrotechnics; 
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still, be that as it may, in the economic field, in the 
social field, certainly in the Jewish field, and in the 
whole realm of civil liberties ‘it is happening” 
very definitely and swiftly and alarmingly in at 
least certain portions and regions of Canadian life. 
To be sure, the picture of Canadian life in general 
is not as black as this specific report on fascist acti- 
vities would make it appear. On the surface, life 
proceeds as normally as it does anywhere else on 
this continent, although it must be confessed that, 
without the slightest degree of exaggeration, there 
are developing in Quebec a fear psychology and a 
hesitation to speak which bear uncomfortable re- 
semblances to those harried silences which one en- 
counters in dictator-ridden lands abroad. On the 
other hand, objectivity compels us to admit that by 
far the vast majority of the English-speaking pop- 
ulation, especially of those deeply steeped in Ang- 
lo-Saxon Protestant traditions, bitterly resents 
these extraneous and ofttimes alien influences. 
The leaders of the Protestant Churches, particu- 
larly, the Primate of all Canada in the Church of 
England, the Moderator of the United Church in 
Canada, and other leaders of the clergy have 
voiced, in no uncertain terms, their vigorous de- 
nunciation of fascism and anti-Semitism. The 
Social Service Council of Canada (corresponding 
to the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America), labors hand in hand with the writer as 
chairman of the Public Relations Committee of 
the Canadian Jewish Congress, through deputa- 
tions to government officials, petitions for official 
inquiries, seminars, counter-propaganda, and in- 
tensive educational programs to stem the tide of 
reaction and totalitarianism. These are doughty 
champions and worthy allies. We thank heaven 
for them. Yet, none can afford the luxury of un- 
derestimating the evil forces which are arrayed 
against these most welcome forces of good. As 
yet, most of our brother Jews and fellow Canad- 
ians, as has been so tragically the case elsewhere, 
are not awake to the true nature or gravity of the 
situation. But, distasteful as doleful prophecy 
may be, the grim march of events compels the un- 
happy conclusion that unless Canadians, both Jew 
and non-Jew alike, will speedily awaken from their 
smug complacency and become immediately and 
eternally vigilant to safeguard their most precious 
liberties, it will already have happened here, as 
elsewhere; and together we will be constrained to 
chant in dirge-like union those two saddest words 
in the vocabulary of man: “Too late, too late!” 





P. Cruso on Tour for “Frontier” 

In connection with the program of expansion 
undertaken by the Board of Directors of the Jew-— 
ish Frontier, Mr. Pinchas Cruso, Vice President of 
the League for Labor Palestine, will soon start on 
a lengthy tour covering the larger communities. 

Friends of Labor Palestine are urged to give Mr. 
Cruso every possible cooperation. 
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To Speak of the Moscow Trials 


Is Dangerous—To be Silent 


Is Shameful 
® by Leon Blum 


T IS terrible and painful. I know this. I feel 

it. But there are occasions when no one has the 

right to be silent. I will therefore openly express 
my thoughts. 

I believe in the necessity of the People’s Front. 
I believe in the necessity, or better still, in the his- 
torical fatality of proletarian unity. I believe that 
the French-Soviet agreement is one of the condi- 
tions of European equilibrium and therefore of 
peace in Europe. I believe that so long as the Ber- 
lin-Rome-Tokyo axis remains in existence the inter- 
ests of peace require, in addition to the French- 
Soviet agreement, the rapprochement of Russia 
and the great Anglo-Saxon democracies, England 
and the United States. 

It is because I hold a definite opinion and a firm 
conviction in these questions that the Moscow 
Trial grieves me and causes me to feel dejected. 

The Moscow trial hinders the People’s Front. 
It hinders the work of proletarian unity. It pro- 
vides material for the campaigns of national and 
international reaction against the French-Soviet 
agreement. It creates an atmosphere unfavorable 
for closer relations with the Soviets within the 
English and American democracies. It paralyzes, 
perhaps for a long time, the efforts at mediation 
which, in my opinion, France must undertake. 

Our Communist comrades will say to us, and as 
a matter of fact they say it already: “It is your 
own fault... You yourselves helped to create this 
feeling, the consequences of which you seem to 
fear so much... You should have done as we did. 
You should have declared your solidarity with the 
Soviet government, condemned the traitors as we 
did, and, like us, you should have justified the 
punishment.” 

But in this they demand from us the impossible. 
We do not possess the type of faith which is not 
based on common sense. Our reason operates, al- 
most against our will. We can believe only that 
which we can understand. 

Our Communist comrades will further say, and 
they say so already: “But the trial in Moscow is an 
entirely normal and regular process . . . The pro- 
cedure is conducted in accordance with the consti- 
tution and the laws . . . Before an ordinary court, 
in a procedure which was publicly conducted, the 
prosecution offered proof which jurists throughout 
the world always considered as outweighing the 
evidence itself—the confession of the accused . . . 
In order to doubt such proof, must not one be im- 
bued with hostile prejudice, with class hatred or 
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with secret sympathy toward the enemies of the 
Soviet regime?...” 

In this manner we are confronted with the hor- 
ror laden question which Severac asked yesterday 
morning: “‘And if it is true?” ... (Severac, vice- 
secretary of the French Socialist Party, previ- 
ously published an article on the Moscow trial in 
“Populaire.” Among other things he wrote as 
follows: “If so many generals, marshals, people’s 
commissars and high officials did work for foreign 
governments .and especially for Germany and 
Japan, what confidence can we have in the loyalty 
of those who now occupy these posts? What sort 
of a disease is eating at the vitals of socialist con- 
struction in Russia and under what masks and de- 
ceits does it hide its face?”’) We are thus parti- 
cularly guided to the terrifying question of the 
confessions which, to my regret, I already dealt 
with about six years ago. I would gladly choose 
to subscribe to all the interpretations which are of- 
fered. I would like to believe the opinion which 
I heard advanced that for the accused in Moscow 
the confessions were their last sacrifice, their high- 
est offering to the cause of the revolution—al- 
though the supposition of such heroism is not con- 
sonant with treason and paid espionage. But be 
this as it may, there remains the fact that people, 
whose names appeared among the greatest in Sov- 
iet history only a few months ago, have confessed 
to acts which our reason cannot accept; acts which 
—even as was the case in the previous trials—are 
contradicted by material evidence of impossibility 
and the falseness of which, I have the right to add, 
has been morally established by us. 

When we are asked to believe the confessions, it 
is actually a demand on us to believe that Made- 
leine Phaz lied when she declared that she never 
met nor knew Krestinsky; that Dan lied when he 
said that he never met Chernoff or the German 
police agent Oberhaus. This cannot be demanded 
from us. There is no reason which should force 
me to consider my friend Madeleine Phaz as a liar 
and my friend Dan asa liar anda spy. There are 
no state reasons—of a socialist state—which could 
hinder me from declaring aloud my full solidarity 
with them. Especially when I think of Dan, when 
I consider the greatness and the nobility of his life, 
when I remember the years of struggle and of sac- 
rifice to which I was a witness, when I think that 
upon him were heaped the most abominable of all 
accusations by people who, in spite of all differ- 
ences, knew him, then I can hardly refrain from 
crying out my indignation. 

These are my feelings which I cannot suppress. 
I know full well that tomorrow they will be util- 
ized by the mutual enemies of the Soviets and of 
Socialism. This is not my fault. Why are we 
forced to choose between words which are danger- 
ous and silence which would be shameful ? 
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We Meet In London 


N THE streets of London large placards an- 
nounced the contents of the latest papers: Hit- 
ler in Vienna... The End of Austria... The 
Independence of the Czechoslovakian Republic 


' Endangered ... England Prepares to Recognize 


Italy’s Sovereignty in Ethiopia... 

In the restaurants and cafes there was talk of 
the danger of a new World War—easy and quiet 
talk, outwardly calm, as is fitting for Englishmen, 
and yet with an ill-disguised sense of panic. 

Well-to-do London families were planning to 
rent cottages thirty or forty miles away from the 
capital, where they could stay in case of war, when 
the heart of the British Empire would be attacked 
with gas and bombs by German airplanes. 

Political clubs were already mourning the de- 
mise of the League of Nations, of which there 
would soon be nothing left except an imposing 
building in which many naive hopes had been in- 
vested and not a few millions of dollars. 

In Parliament, voices were heard from the op- 
position benches questioning whether there was 
any sense in political negotiations with foreign gov- 
ernments at a time when no international treaties 
were worth the paper they were written on. 

And we? A handful of Jews, graybeards, mid- 
dle-aged, and young, from fifteen to sixteen coun- 
tries, members of the Zionist Actions Committee, 
sat together in those days in a little room in Jews’ 
College, and discussed plans for a new State in a 
half-dozen languages. Old and firmly rooted 
states were being wrecked with the speed of a 
movie film before our eyes and we, as though to 
spite the world, or history, or the fates which mur- 
der nations and bury freedom, sought ways and 
means to restore to power a state which had been 
ruined some eighty or ninety generations ago. 
Those of us who had no faith in the present plans 
for a Jewish State, who refused, as they declared, 
to sell our political birthright for a pot-of-lentils- 
statelet, spoke long and loud, with the hope that 
borders on desperation, of the Mandate, Eng- 
land’s obligations to the Jewish people, inter- 
national guarantees which may not be violated, of 
Jewish rights which must not be signed away. 
Naivete? Was it an unfounded faith in justice 
and the human conscience in a time of anarchy and 
hypocrisy? Let whoever is unconcerned with 
Jews think what he will; let him, if he finds pleas- 
ure in it, call us builders in the midst of earthquake 
and conflagration. The handful of Jews gathered 
in London were ruled by a different logic, the logic 
which clings to life despite the agony of blood and 
wounds. 


® by Hayim Greenberg 


What practical results could have been expected 
of our session at this time? Nobody was so naive 
as to anticipate miracles, signs and wonders. We 
all knew that in the few months since the Zurich 
Congress the world had become worse, and not 
better: that the international situation had become 
more complicated, ‘the League of Nations weaker, 
English eyes more beclouded, English ears more 
alert to one voice, and deafer to all others. We 
all knew beforehand that we would be unable to 
reach any important or final decisions in London at 
this time: England was uncertain of her course, 
most of the rest of the world even more uncertain 
—everywhere fearful question-marks, uncanny 
“writings on the wall”—twilight. 

Of course, the familiar divisions in Zionist pol- 
icy were once again debated and re-debated. Ja- 
sagers again declared their ideology—more an in- 
tuition, perhaps, than a conviction—and Nein-sag- 
ers were prompt to review their warnings against 
compromises and fatal errors, against relinquish- 
ing our aspirations and violating our. principles. 
Still, this was no mere repetition of what was 
heard last summer in Zurich. The same logic or 
quasi-logic on both sides, and yet it was different: 
without bitterness, with more cordiality and trust 
on both sides. If I were not afraid of being mis- 
understood I should say that each side was more 
“merciful” towards the other. As a result the 
parties were able to understand the motives which 
made one side still say ‘‘ja” and the other “nein” 
with more depth and objectivity. 

Regardless of the words which the nein-sager 
may have used, one felt that behind his words 
existed a disposition, to change the “‘nein’’ into a 
“a” under certain circumstances. The mandate 
system has been markedly weakened, and if 
France ratifies its treaty with Syria in a few 
months, the English mandate in Palestine will re- 
main the only one of its sort in the Near East; and 
furthermore, one which the English government 
has already judged to be sick unto death. The 
League of Nations has suffered one blow after an- 
other during these last few months; who knows 
how much longer it has to live, and even if it 
should continue to exist, who knows what its influ- 
ence will amount to, or whether, tomorrow or the 
day after, it will have any influence at all? Ina 
world lacking a League of Nations, or where the 
League of Nations is merely a skeleton in the 
closet of politics, what value can a mandate have 
as a document of international law, or as a certifi- 
cation of rights? Even the opponents of partition 
have begun to reflect that if the rejection of the 
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project of creating a Jewish State in a part of Pal- 
estine condemns us to inactivity in the whole of 
Palestine, to the stoppage of all further coloniza- 
tion and immigration, that if this is our only alter- 
native not for one year, but for a long period, then 
opposition is mere stubbornness, idolatrous devo- 
tion to an abstract principle. None of the nein- 
sagers formulated their attitude in this way, but 
the greater part of them felt that though partition 
is a disaster, another and a greater disaster is pos- 
sible: years of Zionist “unemployment,” the par- 
alysis of our forces, the damming of all outlets for 
the aroused energy of Jewish youth, the loss of 
aim. And, who can say whether this would not 
result in the compulsion to seek for other, non- 
Zionist, anti-Zionist, ‘“‘nationally-pathological” 
aims? All those assembled in London, conse- 
quently, understood the meaning of Ussishkin’s 
statement at the final session of the Actions Com- 
mittee: Though in principle he remained a nein- 
sager as before, he nevertheless expressed the 
wish that those engaged in negotiations concern- 
ing a Jewish State in a part of Palestine, might 
succeed in getting the best conditions and the best 
boundaries possible. He knew, that his battle 
against an improved Jewish State would be more 
difficult than against the one proposed at present, 
that a better plan would appeal more strongly to 
the weaker nature of the Jews, and still he wished 
the Executive success, though such success would 
increase the chances of defeat for the nein-sagers. 
He stated no motives for this declaration, and no- 
body inquired concerning them. Everybody un- 
derstood that a situation might arise in which nein- 
sagers would wish to be defeated. ... 


And the ja-sagers? 


Not one of them intimated in the slightest de- 
gree that the Jewish State was as good as 
achieved. The government, to be sure, had not 
renounced the partition-plan. Those in official 
positions found it necessary to declare again dur- 
ing the sessions of the Actions Committee that in 
principle the government is firmly committed to 
the partition plan. The intrigues of distinguished 
assimilationists who have by now lost the distinc- 
tion between anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism, and 
who went so far as to intimate ‘‘delicately”’ to cer- 
tain governmental circles that since the planned 
‘Jewish State would consist mainly of Polish Jews, 
England should well consider whether they could 
be entrusted with such an extraordinarily import- 
ant strategic point as Palestine in such a critical 
time (an underhanded hint at the Bolshevist char- 
acter of a “Polish”-Jewish State... ), these and 
other intrigues of the same order of attractiveness 
had not been sufficient to discredit the idea of a 
Jewish State. But there is no place now for absol- 
ute certainty that it will really be possible to estab- 
lish a Jewish State in the next few years. Many 
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other forces are now undermining the project of a 
serviceable partition: Strong pressure by the Arab 
countries, hostile influences which emanate from 
incited groups of Moslems, the shifting character 
of English policy, the indecision of the govern- 
ment. An “Unholy Alliance” of self-delegated 
Jewish representatives and English anti-Zionists, 
so-called peace-makers, pseudo-pacifists and com- 
promise-peddlers (their names as well as the 
names of those aristocratic “notables” who warn 
England against Polish Jews will some day have 
to be revealed to the whole Jewish public) is con- 
stantly and purposefully creating the impression 
that an agreement between the Mufti-leadership 
and the Jews is possible, and is trying to con- 
vince the government that it can manage without 
the surgical operation of partition. At the same 
time there are other groups of Englishmen which 
conspire against the project of the Jewish State in 
another manner. Partition? Certainly, the best 
way out, but the Royal Commission went too far, 
and its plan was inspired by sentimental philo- 
Semitism. For strategic and a hundred and fifty 
other reasons the area of the Jewish State should 
be much smaller than the Peel Commission pro- 
posed: Haifa ought to be omitted as well as the 
substantial land-reserves of Galilee. England will 
do enough, they say, if it gives the Jews a “token” 
of Statehood—for instance, the area between Tel 
Aviv and Zichron Yaakov. Whose is this plan? 
Who stands behind it? Whatever its source, the 
very existence of such a project which, as I learn 
from a well-informed non-Jewish source, is being 
rumored among influential English circles, may in 
time become dangerous. At the sessions of the 
Actions Committee this plan was not raised but 
from the whole discussion it was clear that not a 
single responsible Zionist will ever consider the 
possibility of agreeing to such projects. The ter- 
ritory of the Jewish State must be large enough so 
that a home for masses of Jews may be built in it; 
and no matter how enthusiastic a ja-sager he may 
be, nobody will be found to give his blessing to a 
Jewish Monte Carlo. It may have been unneces- 
sary, because it is self-evident, but Dr. Weizmann 
still saw fit to declare that if the government pro- 
poses a project worse than the one which was out- 
lined in the Peel Report, he would not even pre- 
sent it to the Zionist Congress. There is a certain 
minimum below which the whole matter of a Jew- 
ish State becomes senseless. The ja-sagers are ob- 
liged, therefore, to imagine a situation in which 
they will have to utter a categorical “nein.” And 
after that? Who knows? Who can predict any- 
thing at all today? Perhaps the international situ- 
ation will change in time. Perhaps we may suc- 
ceed not only in saving the mandate but even in 
filling it with more concrete significance. At any 
rate, as far as the Zionist is concerned, he is still 
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far from releasing England from its mandatory 
duties, and not one ja-sager in the Actions Com- 
mittee advised us to stop our fight for an honest 
administration of the policy of the Balfour Dec- 
laration and of the special obligations of England 
which are bound up with the Mandate. 

Is Zionist policy then, to be dualistic from now 
on: on the one hand, a fight for the Mandate; on 
the other hand, negotiations regarding the annul- 
ment of the Mandate, and the creation of a Jewish 
State in a part of Palestine? Certainly! This is 
the logical conclusion from the London discus- 
sions, and this, in effect, is the meaning of the re- 
solutions which the Actions Committee adopted. 
Those who look for consistent formal logic every- 
where will perhaps regard such a policy as self- 
contradictory. But we are dealing here not with a 
problem in mathematics but with the vital prob- 
lems of the Jewish people, and we have to apply a 
different, a non-mathematical logic. The world of 
politics is too complicated today, itself charged 
with too many contradictions and with dangers, 


for us to act with rectilinear simplicity. In our. 


tragically complicated international situation, 
Zionist policy, too, must use complicated methods 
and not stake too much “‘on one card.”’ 


And in the meantime? In the meantime, while 
the political destiny of Palestine is becoming clear, 
there still is a Jewish Yishuv there, with its great 
sufferings and no less great joys. The Yishuv 
must be guarded, strengthened and increased. 
Thanks to the growth of the Yishuv we have be- 
come a factor in politics which cannot be ignored 
in any circumstances. Even in these hard times 
there are great opportunities for economic con- 
struction, for land purchase and colonization, for 
the acquisition of new areas, for creating new 
Jewish spheres-of-interest, and for the immigra- 
tion of thousands of new Jewish men and women. 
These opportunities must be utilized in the fullest 
measures. Economic construction in Palestine is 
politics, also, and a great deal more effective 
than Hochpolitik. Without immigration and 
colonization there would have been no place 
for the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate; if 
we had not increased the Jewish population in Pal- 
estine and the area occupied by Jewish coloniza- 
tion, it would have been absolutely impossible to 
imagine that anyone would consent to negotiate 
with us concerning such a matter as a Jewish State. 
Partition or no partition, Mandate or no Mandate 
—actual economic achievements will bring us 
better conditions and increase our power in the 
moment when we will have to make a final 
decision. 

With this feeling all of us—nein-sagers as well 
as ja-sagers—departed from London, each to his 
land, each to his post. 


JEwIsH FRONTIER 
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LAMNAZEACH AL HAM'CHOLOT 
MACABRE DANCE SONG 


Bang on the drum! Bang hard and loud! 
Fife in your mouth! Screech, curse you, yell! 
Saw on your fiddles! Their raucous strings shout, 
“Buck up! Play louder! Or go plumb to hell!” 
(In the vein of a folk song.) 


No meat and no fish and no black bread or white... 
Why worry? Keep dancing—and hold shoulders tight! 


There’s a God in the heavens, trust Him, He is strong, 
Let us dance in His name, gather strength in a throng. 


All our soul’s pent up anguish, our heart’s deepest burn, 
Will be part of our dance and inspire every turn! 


Our dance song will mix with the wild lightning’s cry, 
It will shake up the earth and will anger the sky. 


Bang on the drum... 


No honey, no milk, and of wine not a drop, 
But the poisonous cup is filled up to the top. 


Let the arm never falter—roar toasts till you're hoarse, 


Then drink to the dregs—stamp and leap with full force. 


Let your dance gather strength, grow in fury—don’t cower. 
Let your faces beam brightly, your voices gain power! 


Your foe need not know it, your friend need not know it, 
Your heart may be raging, but why should you show it? 


Bang on the drum... 


No shirt and no shoe, not a stitch on your back, 
What matter? Not bad!.. .They would burden your pack! 


We're naked and barefoot as eagles in flight, 
We'll lift ourselves upwards and reach for the height. 


Let us fly in a tempest and cross in a squall. 
And skim over oceans of trouble withal. 


With shoes or without them—all one: then be brave, 
No matter what way, we shall dance to the grave. 


Bang on the drum... 


No brother, no kinfolk, no rescuing friend, 
On whom can you lean? Who will lend you a hand? 


Let us join up together, each melt with his brother, 
Give spirit, give fury, give strength to each other, 


It will be a strange mixture: feet, sandals—forsooth, 
The grey-bearded patriarch mingling with youth. 


We shall circle around, with no end and no start, 
In order, or chaos, or drifting apart. 


TWO POEMS 


® by Hayim Nachman Bialik 


No homestead, no roof and no shadow of wall, 
And why all the flurry, what fear grips you all? 


The earth is quite wide, with four corners at best, 
So bless Him who brings His folk comfort and rest. 


And bless Him who brought forth the sky's starry hood, 
He fastened His sun there—a light for our good. 


And blessed be He too for ——_ grants— 
Hallelujah with trumpets! Hallelujah with dance! 


Bang on the drum... 


No pomp and no circumstance, glory or praise, 
Are all paths to heaven closed? Not true! What a craze! 


Our Watchman won't sleep and will not slight the meek, 
He sustains dogs and ravens, our bread He will seek. 


We shall scamper before Him and sing Him our song, 
And make our amends if we did something wrong. 


May our grim dance of death and the song of our terrors, 
Be ample atonement for all of our errors. 


Bang on the drum... 


No justice, no mercy, no revenge and no pay, 
Why should you be silent? You have mouths, have your say. 


Give voice to your feet to express flame and fury— 
Speak your grievance to stones—let them act as your jury. 


Let your dance steps be wild, filled with conquering fire, 
To burn all around you and blaze like a pyre. 


In the storm of your dance and the din of your groans, 
Your heads will be shattered on walls built of stones! 


Bang on the drum... 


(Written during the World War in the woods of Malin) 


MINHAG CHADASH 
STRANGE, NEW FASHIONS 


Strange, new fashions sweep the country, 
Shirts with stripes, white linen dresses, 

And among the trees on Sabbaths, 
Blossom. kisses, pears, caresses. 


Strange, new fashions sweep the country, 
Silken shoes with ribbons laden, 

Two youths drape themselves serenely 
’Round the neck of one fair maiden. 


Strange, new fashions sweep the country, 
Anne last night and Pearl to-morrow; 
But Ezekiel, my darling, 
Will be mine through joy and sorrow. 


From the Hebrew by Esther S. Zweig 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


On Marshy Ground 


Y BALTIMORE colleague, Rabbi Morris 

S. Lazaron, has written a book called Com- 
mon Ground. The subtitle is “A Plea for Intelli- 
gent Americanism.” 

I have no doubt that many friendly Christians 
will acclaim the book. That is because it is to 
Christians a plausible statement of the case. The 
obvious desire for goodwill is persuasive to them. 
It looks only like honest self-criticism which, we all 
agree, is good for the soul. We cannot expect 
the Christian to understand that the long history 
of the Jews in protest against spiritual and cultural 
regimentation means that there are certain inalien- 
able Jewish values which cannot be compromised 
even in the interest of ‘common ground.” It 
would have been a far better service for Rabbi 
Lazaron to have used his powers, not to compro- 
mise or condemn these values, but to make the 
Christian realize that they were of a high moral 
nature, not one whit incompatible with perfect un- 
derstanding between Christians of any race or 
nation and Jews of any land. Rabbi Lazaron has 
harmed his people greatly by making it appear 
that certain ideas held by the great mass of Jews 
are disloyal to America. This is no less than a 
slander. If the philosophy of Jewish life which 
Rabbi Lazaron espouses is correct, then Justice 
Brandeis, Judge Julian Mack, Rabbi Stephen S. 
Wise, Professor Felix Frankfurter and the major- 
ity of American Jews are disloyal to America. 
According to his definition, only a numerically 
small wing within Reform Judaism is loyally 
American. This, I affirm, is utterly untrue. 

The frank fact which the Christian world must 
understand is that the philosophy of Jewish life 
which Rabbi Lazaron upholds in this book is the 
opinion solely of a handful among the total num- 
ber of Reform Jews who in themselves are only a 
very small minority in the Jewish group. His atti- 
tude on nationalism will also be concurred in by 
most non-religious Jewish assimilationists who 
want as early an exit as possible from their Jew- 
ishness, and who will tolerate Rabbi Lazaron’s dis- 
countenancing their irreligiousness if only the rest 
of his philosophy gives hope of escape. 

The chief point at which I part company with 
Rabbi Lazaron arises from an insistent problem in 
my own mind. I don’t like anti-Semitism. I have 
no passion for the martyr role. I much prefer 
comfort and ease. Yet, I live in a world where 
anti-Semitism abounds, and where millions of my 
people are being martyred. I find that I have to 
ask myself whether I am to try to protect my own 
position by building up an apologetic based on a 
distortion of facts, or whether I must not make a 


® by Rabbi Edward L. Israel 


frank admission of what I am and give my reasons 
for my pride therein. If the world will accept me 
for what I am, then I shall be doubly happy. If 
it hates me for what I really am, I then have the 
choice either of renouncing my heritage, if indeed 
this is altogether possible, or of enduring the hate. 

A single humanitarian unity binds all God’s 
creatures. But not, thank God, a uniformity. 
We Jews have a distinct history as a people as well 
as areligion. Rabbi Lazaron himself writes: ‘“To 
preserve the Teaching, they (the Jews) had to 
take care that Israel itself would be preserved, for 
if Israel disappeared, the Teaching would disap- 
pear.” (p. 139). I can’t deny that history.’ I 
would not if I could. I want my Christian friend 
to understand both me and it. I care too much for 
his love and respect to have them based on any- 
thing but a clear picture of actual facts. 


What then are these facts? The history of the 
Jew is unquestionably that of a nationality and a 
religion. Moreover, while not a pure race, we 
partook of racial characteristics, as we still do. 
We were a nation until we lost our land. We then 
lived on as a nation without a land. It was impos- 
sible to differentiate between the national tradi- 
tions and the religious. Modern trends which 
tended to separate church and state presented 
Jewish life with certain problems. Some tried to 
answer those problems by denying our nationhood. 
It didn’t work. It wasn’t a true statement, and 
the world never believed us. 

However, since a nation without a land is a 
peculiarly Jewish anomaly, perhaps the word 
nationality would better describe us. The Jewish 
religion was and, to many of us, still is the out- 
standing expression of that nationality. Yet it is 
obviously not the sole expression. 

Why do I maintain that we neither fool the 
world nor ourselves with our contentions to the 
contrary? Here is why! Both Rabbi Lazaron 
and I know and accept as Jews many people who 
are not religious and some who are even anti-reli- 
gious. Others may be Christian Scientists or 
Ethical Culturists and thus positively outside the 
ranks of Judaism as a religion. In fact, from this 
point of view, both Rabbi Lazaron and I might re- 
peat in different form the old expression, “Some 
of our best friends are Jews who are not Jews.” 

In certain inalienable respects, they are Jews 
and we accept them as such. We take them into 
our Jewish social clubs and fraternal orders. The 
vice-president of an outstanding Jewish social club 
of which I know is reputedly a member of the 
Christian Science Church. We put these non-Jud- 
aistic Jews on the boards of our Jewish philanth- 
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ropic societies. On the campuses of universities 
they are in our Jewish fraternities and sororities. 
They are in no way a part of the synagogue or of 
Jewish religion, but they are an accepted part of 
us. And accepted as such not only by the world 
but by ourselves. Rabbi Lazaron may read them 
out of the fold in his book. He doesn’t do it in 
practice, and the world doesn’t either. 

What is the reason that I personally cannot ac- 
cept Rabbi Lazaron’s attempt to make the Jews 
merely a religious sect, practically parallel to the 
Catholic or Protestant? It is because it does not 
seem tc me to be a comprehensive statement of our 
problem. 

Early Keform Judaism tried to use this sophis- 
try regarding religion as an attempt to answer 
charges of dual allegiance. But the sophistries of 
early Reformism were both unnecessary and un- 
availing. Real democracies understand that their 
Jewish citizens have no dual political allegiance. 
We are unqualifiedly loyal as citizens to the land 
of our citizenship. Reactionary lands are not con- 
vinced by the protestations even of assimilationists. 
In a country like Germany the Naumannites who 
shout “Heil Hitler” are nevertheless rejected. 
Here in America, two leaders of the Zionist move- 
ment, Justice Louis D. Brandeis and Judge Julian 
Mack, are two of our most outstanding American 
Jewish citizens. Significantly, they do not find it 
necessary to narrow their concept of the Jewish 
people in order to be loyal Americans. 

Rabbi Lazaron and I were both raised as anti- 
Zionists. I became a Zionist some fifteen years 
ago, a few years after my ordination as rabbi, be- 
cause thoughts such as I have already presented in 
this article compelled me to the conclusion that 
Zionism was the only consistent philosophy of Jew- 
ish life. I do not mean to infer that the anti-Zion- 
ist is dishonest. I merely mean to emphasize that 
my own observation of Jewish life, even against 
my early anti-Zionist background, finally led me to 
the conclusion that I could not conscientiously 
maintain the anti-Zionist position. 

Rabbi Lazaron became a member of the Zion- 
ist Organization of America some eighteen years 
ago. His conversion to Zionism was spectacular 
and sudden. It followed by only a short while a 
public outburst on his part in attack on Zionism. I 
do not know what reasons prompted Rabbi Laz- 
aron’s conversion. He has never developed them 
in the form in which he now espouses all the argu- 
ments against Zionism in which both he and I were 
reared. I do know that at the time Rabbi Laza- 
ron became a Zionist, he joined and thus appar- 
ently subscribed to the political platform of the 
Zionist Organization of America. This platform, 
as stated clearly and openly, is the Basle program 
which is political Zionism. For Rabbi Lazaron 
now to turn his wrath on Zionism for being “poli- 
tical” seems rather preposterous. Some of us, 
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perhaps undecided about certain political aspects 
of Zionism, slurred over the problem. But we 
couldn’t deny it was there. Rabbi Lazaron’s pre- 
sent wrath against “‘political” Zionism reminds me 
of the old story about Mike who one day suddenly 
turned on his good friend Abe and beat him mer- 
cilessly. When asked why he did this, he said, 
“His people killed my Savior.” He was told that 
this happened thousands of years ago. His an- 
swer was, “That may be, but I heard about it only 
last night.” 

Since its origin, the Zionist Organization of 
America has subscribed to a program that has poli- 
tical aspects. In my youth I recall hearing this 
program attacked by anti-Zionists for this very 
“political” reason. But, apparently, although a 
member of a political Zionist organization for 
years, Rabbi Lazaron heard about its “political” 
aspects “only last night.” I do not criticize his 
right to differ from that program. I strenuously 
condemn his misinterpretation of it by which he 
tries to give the impression that Zionist Jewish 
nationalism is only a recent thing in imitation of 
the cult of Hitlerism. 

In 1930, Rabbi Lazaron wrote: 

‘Jewish nationalism seeks the opportunity 
to express the soul of the Jewish people in 
terms of institutions, culture and civilization. 
This is the new conception of nationalism 
which the Zionist movement expresses and 
which holds a lesson for our world.” 

In other words, Jewish nationalism, according 
to Rabbi Lazaron, is not hateful chauvinistic fan- 
aticism but, in its modern manifestations, is a ‘‘cul- 
tural thing,” striking a new and idealistic note in 
definition of the word “‘nationalism.” This is an 
expression of Lazaron the Zionist with which 
every Zionist will agree. 

Yet, in Common Ground, Rabbi Lazaron enters 
into an intensely bitter attack on ‘‘Jewish national- 
ism.” Without a word of retraction of any 
former statement of his—indeed, with a self- 
imposed benediction upon his previous Zionist 
activities, he writes: 

“Some Jewish nationalists will declare that 
I have conjured up a bogey, that I have mis- 
represented true nationalism. They say 
‘Nationalism is for us a cultural thing. A 
people has a soul just as a man has a soul and 
the soul of the Jew expressed itself in a dis- 
tinct culture which must have a home.’ I re- 
ply, ‘When you talk of Jewish culture, just 
what do you mean?’ ... It is futile for Jew- 
ish nationalists to cry, ‘My nationalism is a 
cultural thing.’ Nobody is interested in such 
distinctions. Your nationalism is this but my 
nationalism is that. Who cares? National- 
ism means one thing and only one thing in the 
public mind. It means political allegiance. 
You cannot take a current word, give it your 
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own particular meaning different from that 

usually denoted by it, and expect the public to 

understand. But Jewish nationalism is not 
only a misinterpretation of our history. It is 
based upon a misrepresentation of present 

events.” (p. 86). 

I find it impossible to reconcile these mutually 
contradictory statements. In 1930, Rabbi Laza- 
ron affirmed and utilized the right to interpret 
Jewish nationalism as a cultural thing, a ‘new con- 
ception . . .which holds a lesson for the world.” 
Now he bitterly assails those who took him at his 
word. A strange procedure! Yet not so strange 
when we realize how even within Common Ground 
itself, he builds defenses for the Jew only to tear 
them down a moment later; he tried to answer the 
anti-Semite and then with a cumbersome gesture 
which he construes as honest self-criticism, plays 
into anti-Semitic hands. 

A few years ago, in his beautiful tribute to 
Herzl, he extolled the Jewish masses whose emo- 
tional sympathy had appreciated Herzl’s great- 
ness. Those masses were the persecuted Jews of 
Russia, Poland and Roumania. Today, he turns 
on those same masses with vitriolic repudiation. 
Here are his words from Common Ground: 

“Finally, it may be asked, are the unaffli- 
ated and the misery-driven masses to deter- 
mine for us American Jews what we are? 

Shall the influence of the ghetto, with all it 

implies, or the lash of the tyrant, determine 

for us our destiny? . . . Help our brethren 
abroad? Of course! ... But do not let the 
needs of the Jews abroad blind us.” 

I can attribute this phenomenal change of front 
only to a Hitler-inspired panic. Such things, un- 
fortunately, have happened before in Jewish his- 
tory. There have been, alas, other cases when 
Jews, to gain what they imagined to be a firmer 
position, have segregated themselves from the rest 
of their brethren. The Paris and Bordeaux Jews 
of Spanish origin did it during the days of the 
French Revolution when they begged the French 
National Assembly to consider them in a special 
class, granting only these Sephardic Jews citizen- 
ship. In order to make their case what they felt 
stronger, these Jews of Paris and Bordeaux told 
the French Assembly that they did not blame it for 
not giving citizenship to the German Jews, refer- 
ring to their brethren as “‘these Alsatian usurers.” 
About the same time, the wealthier Jews of War- 
saw tried to protect themselves by proclaiming 
their difference from the Jewish masses; and dur- 
ing the 19th century, a large section of German 
Jewry felt it could make its own position more 
secure by asking concerning the Hungarian Jewish 
Zionists who were oppressed, whether “these 
Orientals” could expect anything different. 

And what does Rabbi Lazaron do about the 
emphatic nationalistic spirit of the great Hebrew 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


prophets whom he places at the keystone of the 
arch of Jewish faith? Their great service was to 
do the thing that Rabbi Lazaron seems to have 
caught a glimpse of in 1930, but which the Hitler 
panic has driven out of his mind. They found that 
sublime balance between rationalism and univer- 
salism. But for all their universalism, they were 
Jewish nationalists. 

Let us look historically at modern nationalism 
to see if it is the dread thing Rabbi Lazaron pro- 
claims it. He asserts, either directly or by in- 
ference, that all nationalism and specifically Jew- 
ish nationalism is a foul thing that leads inevitably 
to Nazism. Does he maintain that this is true of 
American nationalism? I don’t find such an ac- 
cusation in his book, but the absence of any ex- 
ceptions in his blanket condemnation of national- 
ism leaves no other inference. As a loyal Ameri- 
can as well as a Jew grateful to our American 
nation for its fine democracy, I resent the infer- 
ential aspersion which Rabbi Lazaron cast on 
America as a nation. And if he maintains that a 
nationalism such as American nationalism can 
exist unmarred by chauvinism, what warrant has 
he for his sweeping denunciation of the whole 
concept of nationalism? 

The truth of the matter is that Hitlerism is a 
repudiation and betrayal of modern nationalism. 
Hitlerism is a pseudo-scientific super-racial total- 
itarianism which is annihilating all the beneficial 
humanitarian contributions which 19th century 
democratic nations made to civilization. And the 
worst part of Rabbi Lazaron’s distortion of facts 
in his blanket condemnation of nationalism is that 
no group derived more benefit from these human- 
itarian contributions of 19th century democratic 
nationalism than did the Jew. It was the basis 
of his exodus from the ghetto into the right of a 
free cultural existence in the world. 

We cannot here enter into any detailed history 
of the process of the growth of 19th century dem- 
ocratic nationalism. We can only point out that 
it was a protest against prior totalitarianism, 
whether political or religious. Its leading phil- 
osophers looked upon different cultures not as 
antagonistic but complementary. One of them 
referred to these newly born democratic nations 
as “the workshops of humanity.” This 19th 
century democratic nationalism led to the revival 
of interest in the cultures, the folkways and the 
languages of minorities who had theretofore been 
oppressed. The libertarian principles of the French 
Revolution and of our American Bill of Rights 
were part of the movement. 

Indeed, our America with its phenomenal 
respect for the backgrounds and cultures of the 
various groups, religious, racial or national, whose 
members toiled to build our nation, is the out- 
standing instance of the sympathy and under- 











a '* OO QD of PP wee 














APRIL, 1938 


standing which were the product of 19th century 
democratic nationalism. American democracy, in 
conformity to that concept, did not insist on 
uniformity as long as there was a spirit of unity. 
Thus, we had our German Maenerchors, our 
Alliance Francaise, our British-American alliance, 
our American Lithuanian societies, our American- 
Italian fraternities, our American-Jewish social 
and cultural clubs, and the like—each one loyally 
American, and none the less so for its treasuring 
of its ancestral cultural heritage. It was never con- 
sidered that sympathy with these cultures, al- 
though they stemmed from another political na- 
tion, was disloyal to America or involved a dual 
political allegiance. Only the distorted definition 
which a Hitler has put on culture and races has 
lately disturbed our faith in that gorgeous tapestry 
which is America. And pity indeed it would be 
were the violence done to democracy by a Hitler 
to lead America to give up her democratic ideals. 

One thing alone the democratic spirit of Amer- 
ica has never countenanced with equanimity, and 
that is the formation of national or racial or even 
religious groups into political blocs for concerted 
action in the American political scene. But along 
these other lines, the activities of these groups 
were not only tolerated but exalted and encour- 
aged as a substantial contribution to the symphony 
of American democracy. 

For us to condemn cultural democratic national- 
ism or to deny its right to existence because Hitler 
has supplanted it by a fanatical chauvinism is as 
though we were to denounce and repudiate all 
moral values of parenthood because some parents 
make the love of their own children a fanatical 
basis of antipathy against the children of all other 
parents. The logic as well as the morals of such 
denunciation is utterly absurd. 

And Zionism, the Jewish political nationalism 
of Herzl, as Rabbi Lazaron well stated a few 
years ago, was the Jewish flowering of these cul- 
tural, non-chauvinistic democratic principles of the 
19th century—a nationalism spiritually in harmo- 
ny with that of the great prophets of Israel in 
ancient times. ’ 

I confess that I personally cannot keep up with 
Rabbi Lazaron’s shifting position. Even within 
the pages of his book, Common Ground, he con- 
tradicts himself continuously. On page 126 we 
are not a nation but we are “more than a mere 
denomination or sect.’ A few paragraphs later 
he denies we are anything but a religion. On page 
198, there occurs this statement: 

“If Christian America is afraid of the 
unreligious Jew, it has cause to be. The 
powerful keen intellectuality of the breed 
needs the refining civilizing influence of a 


belief in God.” 
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Now mark this well! Just 34 pages farther on 
in the same book, apparently forgetful of this 
backhanded compliment to ‘“‘the breed,” Rabbi 
Lazaron writes : 

“Another myth that should be exploded 
is the myth of Jewish keenness or intellec- 
tuality.” 

I have italicized the words. Perhaps I am un- 
just, but I cannot construe two such statements 
within 34 pages of each other as anything but a 
woeful confusion of thought. 

Furthermore, what does the author mean by 
“the breed’? You have breeds of animals or men, 


but in every instance the word connotes racial and. 


blood bonds. Rabbi Lazaron loosely applies the 
word “breed” to Jews at the same time that he 
is attempting to deny all racial or national 
elements in Jewish life. And if he claims that he 
uses the word in a loose sense, does he then mean 
that the only sort of Jews possessing keenness or 
intellectuality are the unreligious Jew? 

At another point in his book he renounces all 
Jewish claim to Karl Marx. In fact, he reads 
Karl Marx out of the fold. I can well understand 
why he tries to do this. Rabbi Lazaron is build- 
ing up an apologetic against the anti-Semitic prop- 
aganda which uses Socialism and Communism 
against the Jew. He therefore tells us of Marx’s 
baptism and his indifference to everything Jewish. 
He says: “It is a mistake to classify Karl Marx 
as a Jew.” Yet, only a few years ago, Rabbi 
Lazaron wrote a book in which Karl Marx is in- 
cluded among the biographies of the world’s out- 
standing representatives of the ideals of the “seed 
of Abraham.” 

I want to discuss only casually that portion of 
the book which deals with American anti-Semitism 
and its causes. I imagine that this is the portion 
which would especially appeal to many Jewish 
readers who feel that, “After all, we Jews our- 
selves are responsible for a lot of anti-Semitism.” 
As a matter of fact, I am getting just a little tired 
of discussing the whole Jewish problem against 
such a background. I think that we have given 
American Jewish life a most unfortunate emphasis 
by putting so many of our analyses and evaluations 
on the basis of how we can achieve “goodwill.” 

Rabbi Lazaron’s Common Ground illustrates 
very aptly what I mean. I feel sure that my 
colleague is just as jealously concerned as I with 
the standards of Jewish life for their own sake. 
Yet, the form which his presentation takes gives 
quite the opposite impression. He discusses Jew- 
ish crooks, shyster lawyers, racketeers, gangsters, 
and so forth, primarily as part of the problem of 
anti-Semitism. I regret this. The problem of the 
criminal Jew or even the uncouth Jew is a serious 
problem, primarily not because of its aptness to 
rouse anti-Semitism but because of its betrayal 
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of Jewish ideals and high standards of Jewish 
life. Even did these lamentable things not cause 
one iota of anti-Semitism—as indeed they are not 
causes but rationalizations—they would be just as 
serious a problem to the Jew. To discuss them 
against the background of anti-Semitism is to dis- 
tort the high sense of Jewish moral values and to 
discolor our love of virtue for its own sake by 
giving it the inevitable insinuation of expediency. 

I have no wish to misrepresent or distort Rab- 
bi Lazaron’s intention. He himself gives rec- 
ognition to this thought in a single fleeting sen- 
tence which is practically lost amid the voluminous 
discussion of Jewish traits and Anti-Semitism. 
Mine is a criticism not of the standard of Jewish 
values, but of the unfortunate emphasis which 
his book presents. 

Rabbi Lazaron advises, ‘‘Don’t think too much 
about anti-Semitism.” I would ask my friend to 
take his own advice. Judge Jews positively and 
not against the background of how they affect 
non-Jews. Speak of Jewish traits as good or bad 
with reference to their value to Jewish character 
and not by the norm of whether they arouse pre- 
judice. Let’s be true to ourselves without this 
constant obsequiousness with reference to the non- 
Jew. Our duty as rabbis or Jewish laymen is to 
develop the finest ideals of Judaism. A non- 
Jew may like those ideals or he may be repelled 
by them. In either event, if we want to be loyal 
Jews, our duty is clear. We are confident that the 
Christian, to the measure that he is a man of true 
Christian character, will be devoid of prejudice. 
And we Jews ought to have enough moral enthu- 
siasm to guide us in our own destiny without 
brandishing over our heads the fear of the anti- 
Semite. Comments on the reactions of the non- 
Jew to summon us “to clear up our own door- 
steps” are unworthy. And if we need them, Jew- 
ish life is morally bankrupt, regardless of what 
clearing up we may try to do. 

This same apologetic emphasis, I fear, mo- 
tivates Rabbi Lazaron’s fiery attack on what he 
calls “Jewish secular nationalism.” I am afraid 
that Hitler has made him panicky. Here is my 
reason for so fearing. 


__ When my colleague published The Seed of 
Abraham, he said in the foreword: 

“Spinoza, Heine, Disraeli, Marx, the 
world calls you Jews! How sad that the 
intolerance of the world and the rigidity of 
your traditional religion placed you outside 
the pale of Judaism. Perhaps in this new 
day of greater liberality in the world and a 
broader interpretation of what is essential 
to Judaism, the Jews of the ages in this day 
and in the days to come may not only pos- 
sess the Jewish spirit, but profess the Jewish 
religion, and interpreting that spirit and that 
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religion as did Spinoza, Heine, Disraeli, 
and Marx, make their contribution to the 
betterment of the world.” 

Eight year later, as a defense against fanatical 
anti-Semitism, these Jews in whom he gloried are 
cast out by him who once gloried in them. 

I think that the most lamentable part of the 
book Common Ground is the harm that it does 
in the battle against the very thing which it 
claims to be attacking, namely, the secularizing 
influences in Jewish life. I lament as much as 
anyone a Jewishness that is materialistic and 
secular. Concerning the Jewish nationalist secular 
tendencies, however, I have some hope that, ul- 
timately, spiritual Jewishness will revive. The 
Jewish nationalist secularist naturally turns to 
Jewish festivals and holidays for his Jewish cele- 
brations and, sooner or later, he will have to rea- 
lize that they are founded in a religious experience 
of the Jewish people. 

There is, however, another type of secular Jew 
for whom there is very little hope in terms of 
Jewish religious life and whom, for some inscrut- 
able reason, Rabbi Lazaron practically glosses 
over while he pours out his most vitriolic vin- 
dictiveness against the Jewish secularist who has 
some real Jewish background. I refer to the per- 
son who abandons, as far as he can, all Jewish 
historical consciousness. Sometimes, because he 
cannot help it, he identifies himself philanthrop- 
ically with Jewish life, but not out of a positive 
Jewish consciousness. He looks for the time— 
often avowedly and openly—when complete as- 
similation will eradicate the Jew as a distinctive 
group. As long as he cannot escape with dignity, 
personal self-respect holds him to his group, albeit 
with a constant longing for the alluring fields of 
complete assimilation. 

I take definite issue with Jewish secular nation- 
alists at many points. The issue I take with them, 
however, would constitute only an insignificant 
part of the issue which I feel any rabbi should 
take with this Jewish secular assimilationist. But 
except for only a few passing references to this 
type, the book Common Ground is ominously 
silent regarding them. Yet they abound in every 
Jewish community of any size and although 
they frequently command wealth and influence, 
they are our weakest link. Every Reform Jewish 
congregation has a fairly long record of families 
of this type which have slipped out of the house- 
hold of Israel. It seems sad that a rabbi should 
spend so much bitterness on those who, despite 
any blunders they make, nevertheless have a Jew- 
ish zeal on which ultimately to build something re- 
ligiously Jewish, whereas the real renegades are 
not only glossed over with very little rebuke but 
are given an alibi for their profligacy. 
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Yes, given an alibi! I cannot help but wonder 
whether Rabbi Lazaron realized the full implica- 
tion of the paragraph he wrote on page 210 of 
his book. Here it is : 

‘Jews who have drunk deep of the culture 
of their times, who found their comradeship 
not only among Jews but among others as 
well, who moved at ease in the world and 
felt more at home there than among their 
fellow religionists, have drifted from us, they 
and their children. In some instances this 
was voluntary Jewish suicide, but not always. 
Often it was because of the insistence by the 
masses that we conform to what they, the 
masses, believed were the norms of Jewish 
life. This is one of the tragedies of our 
history. We've constantly been weeding out 
the best of us.” 

Here is the finest sort of fodder for the anti- 
Semite. Here too, is an alleged moral vindication 
of treacheries to Judaism and the Jew. I simply 
cannot conceive how, appreciating their full mean- 
ing, such lines could have been written by a loyal 
Jew and especially a rabbi. How can a rabbi tell 
us that the Jewish masses have driven out of Juda- 
ism far better people than we have been able to 
keep within our ranks? It makes of the Jewish 
people a miserable remnant of second-rates. No 
anti-Semite could have made a bitterer attack. 

We Jews have made our errors. We were 
rebellious with Moses. We merited the castiga- 
tion of the prophets. Yet, Moses and those 
prophets were essentially a part of the genius of 
the same people whose sins provoked their moral 
condemnation. It was the essence of the greatness 
of the Jewish people that we could not only be 
profligate and sinners, as all other peoples, but 
we had within ourselves the moral genius to raise 
up those who would rebuke us, and the moral 
vision to preserve the words of that rebuke as our 
most treasured heritage. 

We have had our faithless. We shall probably 
always have them. I not only refuse to subscribe 
to, but I repudiate any reference which would in- 
clude them as “the best of us.” 

Rabbi Lazaron, with probably the best of in- 
tentions, has performed what I feel to be a decid- 
ed disservice to his people and faith. Because of 
personal friendliness, I lament the necessity of 
writing this judgment, but none other can be 
conscientiously given. 

When he states, “Let the Jew in America make 
a conscious effort to make vivid and real in his 
life and in the life of our country the ideals of 
The Teaching,” (p. 214), he implies, by putting 
this counsel in the form of exhortation, that the 
Jews in America has not done these things. He 
annihilates, by an ill-advised sentence of this sort, 
the force of any defense he makes for the Jew. I 
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place in refutation of this imputation the record 
of the great mass of American Jewry along the 
lines of American citizenship and American public 
service. We consider any inference to the con- 
trary as false, and any advice of the above sort as 
gratuitous and libellous. 
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Why Carol Turned Anti-Semite 


R THE present, Roumania has been moved 
into the background of the overcrowded and 
overclouded European scene. The glaring blood 
red beams of menace which flash among the 
peoples and the states of Europe and are oper- 
ated from Berlin and Rome, have thrown up a 
blinding light of terror in Austria and are creeping 
ominously on to the little, but great democratic re- 
public of Czechoslovakia. Only a little while ago, 
the danger beams had illuminated the Kingdom of 
Roumania and the world had seen a grim and 
startling picture of yet another Jewish minority 
shuddering in anxiety and fear. 

There is a lull in the affairs of Roumania. But 
it is only a lull. King Carol the Second is in the 
saddle of power holding the reins of government 
in the seemingly firm grip of a royal dictatorship. 
I do not doubt that His Majesty’s hold is a firm 
one. He is no weakling, whatever view there may 
be of him to the contrary, outside his country. 
Nothing surprised me more during my lengthy and 
intimate conversation with him in Bucharest re- 
cently than the completely erroneous picture which 
the world has had of this Balkan king. His esca- 
pades in matters of the heart are, of course, notor- 
ious and there is a certain picture of him in the 
world’s eye which is not particularly flattering to 
him. His physical appearance entirely belies that 
picture, but more remarkable is the impression 
which he gives of quite exceptional ability. Polit- 
ically speaking, there is nothing of the playboy 
about Carol of Hohenzollern. He is anything but 
a decorative monarch of a Ruritanian musical 
comedy state. His manner and conversation re- 
vealed him to me as vital, forceful, energetic, 
shrewd. He is.a supremely able politician and he 
has a complete grasp not only of the affairs of his 
own country but of what is transpiring abroad 
and, especially, in the rest of Europe. 

Carol is the real force in the political life of 
Roumania. In a country of astute politicians who 
have a very real appreciation of the importance of 
power—and its value—Carol is the most astute. 
He is not particularly popular in the sense that the 
King of England is popular. I doubt, indeed, 
whether he is very much liked as a man and a mon- 
arch. But all Roumania has a wholesome regard 
for his capabilities and his business ability. He 
has the aggressiveness of the Hohenzollerns, but 
he has what most of the members of this rather 
unlikeable family never had, a great amount of 
practical knowledge of men and affairs. 

The King is the real master of Roumania. The 
politicians fear him. He speaks his mind to them 
in no uncertain fashion and I have been told of 
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many cases where Cabinet Ministers of European 
reputation have not only quailed before his lashing 
words and scornful denunciations of their incom- 
petence but have retired from his presence in con- 
fusion and humiliation. 

But Carol has his ear to the ground and makes 
a point of picking up the sound of the rumblings. 
In internal affairs this is manifest by the manner in 
which he adopted the policy, if not the creed of 
anti-Semitism. This policy was, as I understand 
the matter, not so much a conviction with him as a 
matter of political expediency. 

Corneliu Codreanu, ‘‘the Captain” Chief of the 
most violently inflammable Iron Guard, the most 
crude of all the anti-Semitic organizations of Eur- 
ope, had grown dangerously powerful. His polli- 
tical machine numbered last January, I was in- 
formed, no less than one and a half million mem- 
bers with an elaborate network of popular devices 
to attract and hold popular votes. Codreanu’s 
personal attractiveness, too, was beginning to 
make him a national hero who was fast snatching 
the limelight of public favor from His Majesty 
himself and from the young Crown Prince Mich- 
ael. ‘The Captain’ had no other political pro- 
gram than that derived from his master Hitler; 
indeed, he understood no other theory of political 
philosophy than “perish the Jew.” Codreanu, in 
a burst of confidence, told me quite frankly and 
without any reservations that he stood for and 
would carry out a policy of “‘one hundred per cent 
elimination of the Jews of Roumania.” And he 
said this as if he meant it although he was not par- 
ticularly clear about how he would effect this dras- 
tic measure, drastic even for the most uncompro- 
mising of anti-Semitic politicians. 

In “the Captain’s” earlier days King Carol had 
supported him not because -he viewed with favor 
his ranting anti-Jewish program or regarded it as 
having any real political value, but because he 
found Codreanu a valuable weapon with which to 
scourge inconveniently recalcitrant politicians like 
Maniu and Titulescu. But Codreanu had grown 
bigger than his boots and was beginning to suggest 
an uncomfortable rivalry to Carol’s authority 
which might lead sooner or later to a conflict with 
a sovereign more feared than loved and frowned 
upon by a host of disgruntled and cast off political 
leaders of a hundred discredited parties. 

Codreanu’s vituperations against the Jews bore 
the inevitable fruit. Anti-Semitism had_penet- 
rated deeply into the body politic. All the ills of 
Roumania, and there are many, were laid at the 
door of the Jew. Not that anti-Semitism was any- 
thing new in Roumania but, what is vitally import- 
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ant, it had changed its character, as elsewhere, 
from crude physical attack to a full dress political 
theory and ‘‘an instrument of national policy.” 

Carol, therefore, determined upon two things, 
first the removal of Codreanu himself and second 
the re-establishment of his own threatened auth- 
ority. Here Carol’s political astuteness came into 
play, and with it, the ruthlessness of the German. 
His first move was “‘to steal the thunder” of Cod- 
reanu and this he did by adopting as much as he 
could of “the Captain’s” political program, anti- 
Semitism. I do not believe that Carol is funda- 
mentally and certainly not by conviction an anti- 
Semite, but it is characteristic of the jungle law 
now masquerading as civilized rule in Europe that 
political expediency takes not the slightest account 
of the human element and of the human conse- 
quences of political ideologies. Thus Carol has 
adopted anti-Semitism in Roumania as an “instru- 
ment of national policy” not because he wants to 
rescue Roumania from difficulties or because he is 
convinced that the presence or activities of the 
Jews have any relevance to these difficulties but 
simply because it is a convenient doctrine, a popu- 
lar doctrine in a difficult political situation. 

This is how Carol’s appointment of Octavian 
Goga, the small, mediocre Hungarian-Roumanian 
poet, as Premier should be considered from the 
point of view of Roumanian internal politics. 
Goga and Cuza, the twin anti-Semitic tragi-comed- 
ians, could only have incurred the derisive con- 
tempt of a strong minded man like Carol. I have 
never met any man quite so politically inept as 
Goga and it could certainly not have been for his 
ability nor for his political influence that Carol 
called him to the Premiership. The appointment 
simply suited Carol’s purpose but sadly enough for 
the Jews, a policy of anti-Semitism went with the 
silly little premier. 

The same essential motivation for the anti-Sem- 
itic policy adopted by King Carol is discernible on 
a consideration of the external factors in his poli- 
tical outlook. Despite his English parentage on 
his mother’s side and his somewhat English up- 
bringing, Carol is essentially German intellectually 
and by tradition. He admires, I think, the brus- 
que directness and drive for power characteristic 
of his race and family. He is therefore more affil- 
iated to things German than to any other direc- 
tion. He would, if he dared, throw off the asso- 
ciations with the Western democracies which has, 
in a sense, hampered him since the war. I do not 
think he has quite forgotten that he was asked to 
leave England at the time of his attempt to retake 
his lost throne. He has not quite forgotten how 
he was cold-shouldered by the late King George V 
of England who did not conceal his dislike of His 
Majesty of Roumania. 
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But more important than these factors is the 
fact that there is a natural alignment between a 
dictator minded monarch and a dictator minded 
Fuehrer and a similarly minded Duce. More- 
over, as I have pointed out, Carol is a master in 
the art of political expediency and that expediency, 
at the moment, demands at least no opposition to 
those in Europe who are exhibiting the ways of 
power and are securing the prizes of power. Rou- 
mania is at the best a vassal state of some foreign 
country on which it must be dependent for econ- 
omic and political development. It must lean al- 
ways towards strength, and it is logical that the 
Roumanian mind, which is not too enthusiastic of 
the purity of political principles, should see in the 
Fascist powers the line of her future hopes and 
ambitions. It is simply a question of “from whom 
can we get the most.” King Carol thinks, at the 
moment, that he can get what he wants from Fas- 
cist Germany and therefore, on balance he rides 
with Nazi Germany. 

It is not too hard to see that bound up with that 
alignment is the adoption by Carol of an anti-Sem- 
itic policy. The future power in Europe must be 
placated by Jewish sacrifice and that is why, while 
there may be a lull in Roumania, the sky is by no 
means clear for the Jews. Indeed it is ominously 
overcast with brooding disaster. 
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Totzereth Ha-aretz 


N ALLENBY ROAD, Tel Aviv’s chief busi- 
ness street, there is a very elegant grocery 
store owned by the former purveyor of delicates- 
sen to His Majesty, the King of Bulgaria. Dur- 
ing the two or more years of the store’s existence 
its carefully dressed windows have invariably been 
filled with imported port and sherry, cheese and 
caviare, cans of asparagus and pineapple, but pass- 
ing by the other day, I noticed an unexpected 
change—printed slips attached to at least half the 
contents explained that they were “Totzereth ha- 
Aretz”—‘products of the land.” Wines from 
Rishon, chocolate from-the Elite factory in Ram- 
ath-Gan, mushrooms planted by the Jewish 
National Fund in its forests and preserved by the 
Primazon Canning Factory in Nathanya, had en- 
tered the select company presided over by the 
long-faced, olive-skinned, white-smocked proprie- 
tor who still shifts from Hebrew to Bulgarian in 
talking to his sons. 


That this citadel of imported European delica- 
cies had at last been invaded by local products 
was, I decided, one of the most convincing signs of 
the growing strength of the movement for Tot- 
zereth-Ha-Aretz which is attempting to utilize or- 
ganized public opinion as a substitute for govern- 
ment decrees and tariffs. Drastic economic 
changes which involve a certain amount of self- 
sacrifice on the part of the consumer, can hardly 
be built easily upon voluntary action, and this is 
particularly true in a country like Palestine where 
almost completely unprotected infant industries 
must compete in price with imported products 
often sold cheaper abroad than in their countries 
of origin. Japan is of course the classic example 
of “dumping” of this type, and the Palestinian 
market has been left wide open for Japanese pen- 
etration whereas even industrially undeveloped 
countries like Egypt and Iraq levy taxes of 35- 
40% on Japanese imports. Thus Palestine buys 
almost half a million pounds’ worth from Japan 
and sells its products worth about seven per cent 
of that sum. Furthermore, Palestine has other 
special difficulties; it is so largely a country of im- 
migrants—and immigrants most of whom come at 
a fairly mature age from highly developed lands 
—that the consumer’s habits are often fixed and 
lead him to prefer imports to local products, par- 
ticularly since the latter are frequently no cheaper, 
or even more expensive, than the former. The 
American woman will go on buying American silk 
stockings and dresses as long as she can; the 
Britisher is used to certain brands of jams and 
marmalades for tea and breakfast; the German 
and Austrian housewife continues to use Dutch 
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condensed milk in her coffee and Roquefort and 
Swiss cheese rather than the quite adequate equiv- 
alents Tnuva, the agricultural marketing cooper- 
ative, has been putting on the market. 


Economists and thoughtful citizens, generally, 
have long realized how difficult these circum- 
stances make the building of a healthy Jewish 
economy in Palestine, and the movements for Tot- 
zereth ha-Aretz have always had about it some- 
thing of the semi-religious, very philosophical 
flavor of the movement for “Avodah Ivrith’— 
‘Jewish labor’”— which, like it, goes against the 
immediate economic interests of the individual and 
requires that he see his own problem as part of the 
entire Zionist complex. In recent years the theor- 
eticians have been reinforced by a new set of very 
ardent advocates of Totzereth ha-Aretz, the 
manufacturers themselves. And their fanaticism 
is naturally so personal in nature that it is some- 
times even violent—there are perfectly authentic 
stories, for example, about the silk manufacturer 
who frowns so upon his wife’s buying apples (im- 
ported from Russia, Roumania, and largely, the 
United States), that she stealthily feeds her 
baby an occasional apple in a relative’s house, or 
about the furniture manufacturer who dashed a 
pitcher of condensed milk and a plate of Latvian 
butter to the floor in a demonstrative outburst at a 
public tea. 

It is only very recently, however, that the gen- 
eral public has become keenly aware of the prob- 
lem. The reason is obvious: Palestine’s adverse 
trade balance was not as detrimental as one might 
have expected as long as millions of pounds of 
Jewish capital were invested in the country every 
year, and the tourist industry flourished. Both 
these sources of income have been sadly reduced 
by the riots of 1936 and the ensuing political dif- 
ficulties, and the Jewish community has been thrust 
back more and more upon itself. The Arab boy- 
cott during the riots presented the case in a very 
crude and primitive fashion—the most thoughtless 
were suddenly forced to see the importance of de- 
veloping and supporting Jewish agriculture, and 
the foundations for increased use of Jewish farm 
produce were laid during those first bloody months 
by the then newly established Agricultural Depart- 
ment of the League for Totzereth ha-Aretz. In- 
creased consumption made it possible to lower 
prices in a number of cases, and the difference in 
cost between, for instance, the very excellent rich 
butter of Tnuva—long considered impossibly ex- 
pensive by the economical housewife—and the 
much inferior refrigerated product from Austra- 
lia, Latvia, and Denmark is now about two cents 
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on half a pound. The prices of Tnuva eggs, milk 
and vegetables have also gone down, but the total 
picture is still a very dark one. Palestine with its 
million and a half population, is still the sixth 
largest importer of butter in the world; Tnuva 
and minor Jewish producers sold 25,000,000 eggs 
last year whereas 90,000,000, over half of them 
from Syria, were bought from foreign countries; 
20,000 tons of Jewish vegetable produce were 
sold during 1937, and large quantites were al- 
lowed to rot for lack of a market while 35,000 
tons—generally inferior in quality—were import- 
ed from Syria. It should be remembered that 
though the standard of living and labor costs in 
Syria are lower than even those of the Arab com- 
munity in Palestine, Syrian produce enters Pales- 
tine almost duty-free. 


The Agricultural Department of the League 
for Totzereth ha-Aretz has not been depending 
only on propaganda and on popular understanding 
of the situation; it has tried a number of methods 
and is constantly looking for new ways of conquer- 
ing the Jewish market for Jewish products. For 
twelve days last year and this, it prevailed upon 
all dairies and groceries to sell only Tnuva butter, 
and thus used up the surplus cream in Tnuva’s cen- 
tral dairies while at the same time successfully ad- 
vertising the virtues of the butter. Fruit and 
vegetable stores, hotels and restaurants have sign- 
ed agreements with the Agricultural Department 
always to give Jewish produce the preference; 
they are given placards to that effect (and, inci- 
dentally, are carefully supervised), and the consu- 
mer is depended upon to patronize only places ex- 
hibiting the placard. That he does not always do 
so and that peddlars and unregulated markets 
manage to supply him with other wares, goes with- 
out saying. But, for all that, the placard system 
proves increasingly effective and has lately been 
even further elaborated; the signs in the fruiter- 
er’s now are divided into twenty-four little spaces, 
each one of which can be filled by a movable bit of 
metal on which there is the name and the picture 
of one fruit or vegetable—the bits of metal are 
shifted each day to tell you what Jewish produce 
is available. 


The most telling argument for Totzereth ha- 
Aretz is something much more pressingly person- 
al, however. Increasing unemployment has made 
the public think more and more in terms of how 
many jobs might be created for Jewish workers in 
Palestine if only local products were used to the 
fullest possible extent. The whole problem of ex- 
port and import has been translated into those 
terms; the Palestinian Jewish community spent at 
least 7,000,000 pounds last year on imports (out 
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of a total import of almost 16,000,000 pounds 
which must be compared to a total export of less 
than 6,000,000 pounds). Of those 7,000,000 
pounds, the economists prove to you detail by de- 
tail, at least 2,500,000 were spent on merchandise 
which might just as well have been produced in 
the country and thus given employment to tens of 
thousands of workers. The case has been worked 
out with astonishing minuteness; ‘‘Davar’s” econ- 
omist tells you, for example, that despite the excel- 
lence of Palestinian chocolates, 60,000 pounds 
were spent on imported chocolate in 1937—the 
Jewish community by its own voluntary efforts 
could cut the sum by half and “so at least 150 
more men and women would have work.” 


And this line of reasoning has already been trans- 
lated into action in a rather unique fashion. Mem- 
ories of European education practices have merg- 
ed with present day Palestinian emergencies to in- 
troduce the wearing of uniforms into the public 
and private schools. Investigation has shown that 
at least 200,000 pounds are spent annually on the 
clothing worn by school children and that about 
half the sum is spent on imported merchandise. 
What more effective way of guaranteeing the Pal- 
estinian-Jewish origin of the costume—from the 
spinning of the thread to the weaving of the cloth 
to the tailoring of the garment—than the decree- 
ing of uniform garb? Private schools in Tel Aviv 
were the pioneers and the national Department of 
Education has now ruled that every school in the 
country adopt a uniform. Employment has al- 
ready gone up substantially in the industries af- 
fected, and the streets of Tel Aviv are filled with 
little girls in blue dresses with zippers and white 
collars and bigger girls in grey suits with green 
shirt waists and berets—living testimonials to the 
power of an economic idea made flesh, or rather 
clothing. 
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COMMUNE IN CONSTRUCTION 


DEEP FURROWS by Avraham Ben-Shalom, translated 
from the Hebrew by Frances Burnce, 303 pages. ..Ha- 
Shomer Hatzair, New York. 


HE PALESTINE moon was notoriously the most ex- 
dL ploited moon in General Zionist literature and propa- 
ganda in the English language until it was stieeed by a 
growing interest in the sterner yet fascinating aspects of 
Zionist reality in Palestine. This new interest coincided 
with the bursting of the bubble of rugged individualism in 
the U. S. and with the search for a new social orientation. 
English-speaking Zionists thereupon became aware of the 
fact that in addition to moonlight and delicious oranges 
Palestine is also the scene of a social upheaval which in in- 
tensity is rivalled by none. Seeking some solution to the 
confusion which the tumbling foundations of burgeois 
society confronted them with, liberal Zionists seriously be- 
gan to study the achievements and the dynamic forces 
which motivate the Palestine labor movement. 

This new interest has so far resulted in a considerable 
literature on the subject of the labor movement of Palestine 
and its institutions. “Deep Furrows” by Avraham Ben 
Shalom is an important addition to this literature. It is 
significant primarily because of its _ Semi-autobiog- 
raphic in nature, it is an account of the development and the 
struggles, physical as well as intellectual, of a Chalutz from 
the time that he joins a Chalutz youth organization at an 
early age until he finds himself, years later, a veteran 
worker in a Palestine collective. Many phases of the life of 
a Chalutz, the long years of waiting for Aliya, the misun- 
derstandings of well-wishing parents as well as the not 
overkind sallies of political opponents, the hardships of the 
first days of actual work in the Palestine colonies and the 
depressed moods and moments of doubt at sight of weaker 
Chalutzim who cannot stand the test and desert the pion- 
eering ranks for the amenities of Palestine city life and 
sometimes for the doubtful ease and luxuries of the Dias- 
pora, all these are treated in a frank and honest manner 
without attempt to gloss over the difficulties and without 
striking the artificial post of a propagandist of righteous- 
ness. Touching in their sincerity are the descriptions of the 
newly arrived Chalutz practising the use of the Touriah 
(a hoe with a large Piade used in the cultivation of 
orchards) on the sun-baked and firmly trampled soil of the 
yard of the kvutzah, and his despairing suspicion that he 
never will become a successful worker, and of the valiant 
attempt of the members of the Kibbutz to wrest a room for 
the use of a library when there was a shortage of houses 
and every barrack was overcrowded. 

“Deep Furrows” is, so far, also the most extensive in- 
terpretation in the English language of the manifold prob- 
lems of a Kibbutz (commune). Communes under a capit- 
alist system must of necessity, as the author admits, become 
an integral part of the labor movement of a country if they 
are not to degenerate into Utopian groups of dreamers who 
seek to escape the vicissitudes of life. They therefore must 
fulfill specific national and class functions and must at all 
times remain in close contact with the masses of workers 
outside their ranks. The Kibbutz movement in Palestine 
has assumed the burden of being in the vanguard of colon- 
ization work and of absorbing new immigrants. As these 
aims are being attained the foundations are also being laid 
for collectivist social cells which in the future are to em- 
brace the whole population. The building and the devel- 

ent of a Kibbutz therefore involve numerous compli- 
cated problems many of which are inherent in the nature of 


the labor Zionist philosophy. To the internal problems 
such as democratic organization and the fulfillment of the 
needs of individuals who have differentiated tastes and fre- 
quently also financial responsibilities to parents still in the 
Diaspora there are added the social pioneering tasks of the 
creation of a new cultural environment by people who have 
given up their old mode of life and embarked on a new 
genesis in a backward country. The individual and the 
group, the foundations of the new family within the group, 
the group and the outside world, all of these had to be 
solved before the Kibbutz in Palestine could become a 
stable and permanent social creation. 

But it is here that this book exhibits some shortcomings. 
Raised within the Hashomer Hatzair organization and an 
active leader of its collective units in Palestine, Ben Shalom 
limits himself to the Kibbutz of that organization. In his 
introduction he states: “I trust that nothing has slipped in 
here which only belongs to my personal life without any 
relation to the thousands of my young comrades and fellow 
workers in the ranks of the Kibbutz movement, especially 
of Kibbutz Artzi.” While there are today only minor dif- 
ferences between the various types of communes in Pales- 
tine these are of some interest. Also one cannot get a com- 
plete understanding of Palestine communes without know- 
ing their history and development from their inception by 
small groups of pioneers who faced a hostile wilderness be- 
fore the world war through the Messianic post war period 
which brought to the scene the “Gdud Avodah,” a collec- 
tivist organization which hoped to include all the workers 
of the country within a short time until the Kibbutz as- 
sumed its present day form. 

The Hashomer Hatzair organization and its Kibbtz in 
Palestine are relatively recent additions to the Palestine col. 
lectivist movement. Begun as a youth movement in rebel- 
lion against the mode of life and the blundering policies of 
the older generation, the Hashomer Hatzair at first had no 
definite positive program of its own. Only in time did it 
crystallize its present Zionist and Socialist views. The pre- 
judice of the Hashomer Hatzair against existing parties 
eventually led them toward organizing the political activity 
of their collective units on a basis very closely akin to that 
of a political party and it is such a partisan motive which 
led Ben Shalom to the conclusion that “the existing work- 
ers’ parties in Palestine failed to express either in their pro- 
gram or in their practice those principles which seemed to 
us basic in our Zionist and social ideology.” 

It was also probably a similar factor, the raising of the 
political and ideological unity of the group above the in- 
terests of the individual member, which accounts for a cer- 
tain lack of treatment of the “individual” within the Kib- 
butz in this book. We get a clear picture of the Kibbutz at 
work and on guard, in a private colony as well as on their 
own land but we fail to see the outlines of the individuals 
who comprise the collective unit. And yet even within a 
collective there are individuals with their triumphs and des- 
pairs, their joys and defeats even if they live in an organ- 
ically integrated group of only about 120 people. 

Ben Shalom wrote this book while he was a delegate of 
the Hashomer Hatzair to its organization in this country. 
That section of American Jewish youth which is searching 
for new ways and a new social orientation will find in this 
volume some revelation of the new social order which the 
Jewish revolutionary movement, labor Zionism, is in the 
process of creating in Palestine. But the national and 


social development of American Jewish youth has not yet 
undergone any determining crises and it is therefore still 
(Continued on page 30) 
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LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 





RABBI ISRAEL IN 
LOS ANGELES 


Rabbi Edward L. Israel, Chairman 
of our National Executive Council, 
recently visited Los Angeles where he 
addressed the annual banquet of the 
Geverkshaften Campaign. Rabbi 
Israel was accorded a most enthusiastic 
reception by the chapters of the 
League in that city. The amount raised 
in Los Angeles —thus far has reached 
the $11,000 mark. 


JOSEPH GURION'S TOUR 


The League chapters in Minneapolis 
and Seattle recently enjoyed a visit by 
Joseph Gurion, Histadrut delegate to 
America. Mr. Gurion addressed large 
meetings under the auspices of the 
League, on behalf of the Geverkshaf- 
ten Campaign. At the beginning of 
this month, he will visit Los Angeles, 
San Antonio, Mexico City and toward 
the end of the month he will be in 
Houston, Texas. Mr. Gurion’s pre- 
sentation of the life of our Halutzim 
in Palestine has made an indelible im- 
pression on his listeners. 


SUMMER SCHOOL 
REUNION 


The members and friends of the 
League who attended our Summer 
School at the Hechalutz Farm last 
year, held a reunion in New York 
City on April 3. It was a gala affair 
of entertainment, dancing, and gen- 
eral good fellowship. Old acquaint- 
ances and friendships were renewed. 
This affair also pee the launching 
of the 1938 summer school which 
will open July first on the Hechalutz 
Farm. 

LECTURE BY 

HAYIM GREENBERG 


The third lecture of the Open 
Forum Series of the New York 
City Council will be given by 
Hayim Greenberg, editor of the 
“Jewish Frontier’, on Sunday, 
April 24, 8:00 P. M., at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania. His topic will be 
“Jews In Soviet Russia.” 


BROOKLYN CHAPTER 
ANNUAL LUNCHEON 


On Sunday afternoon, April 10, 
members and friends of the Brooklyn 
chapter of the League will gather 
at the Brooklyn Jewish Center, 667 
Eastern Parkway, at a luncheon cele- 
brating the conclusion of their an- 
nual Geverkshaften Campaign. Lud- 
wig Lore of the New York Post and 
Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal will be the 
guest speakers. The ~~ of en- 
tertainment will include Gizella Neu, 


violinist, and Sylvia Seid, soprano. 
Mr. Harry A. Harrison will be the 
toastmaster. The following chapters 
are cooperating: Lincoln, Brandeis, 
Young People, and Eva Berkowitz 
chapter. 


ACTIVITIES OF THE 
CHAPTERS 


Houston, Texas, is preparing for 
the third Seder celebration which will 
be held on April 17. One of the 
features of the program will be the 
well-known Palestine film “This is 
the Land.” 


Bronx Council celebrated its Pu- 
rim festival with a very interesting 
program of entertainment and speak- 
ers. M. Schulweiss directed a Purim 
play. 

Springfield is preparing for its third 
Seder = which will be held on 
April 17, according to the announce- 
ment by Mr. M. Kurnitzky, chair- 
man. Harvey Efimov, well-known folk 
singer will be the guest artist. 


Sholom Aleichem — Amalgamated 
had a concert for the Geverkshaften 


Campaign. This newly organized 
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group has already succeeded in at- 
tracting a large number of adherents 
and in carrying on an extensive pro- 
gram of activities. Isaac Hamlin de- 
livered the principal address. 


Food Workers’ Chapter had their 
first annual dance which was a very 
successful undertaking. Max Lehman, 
chairman of the group, and Moe Go- 
lub and N. Zeller were in charge of 
arrangements of this affair. 


Hebrew Speaking Council held the 
finest Purim celebration ever given. 
Members of all the other chapters in 
Greater New York participated. Lillie 
Ruby, Betty Unger, Max Pinsker and 
Belle Levine headed the committee 
of arrangements. 


Hartford is making final prepara- 
trons for its third Seder celebration 
which will be held April 17. Mr. 
MorrisPerkel has written a special 
play entitled “The Return” which will 
e presented at that affair under the 
direction of Joel Meltzer. 


Pitsburgh, Goldie Myerson ad- 
dressed a mass meeting, held under 
the auspices of the League in the in- 
terests of Nakhshon. A most appre- 
ciative audience filled the hall to hear 
Mrs. Myerson’s message. At a sub- 
sequent meeting held by the chapter 
Mr. Ben Paul Brasley was elected 
president; Miss Miriam Ephraim, vice- 
president; Mr. Walter Burke, treas- 
urer; and Mrs. B. Berkowitz, secret- 
ary. The chapter is planning a major 
cultural affair in the month of April. 

Louisville, Miss Libby Bass, secret- 
aty of the chapter, writes of a very 
enthusiastic meeting that was spon- 
sored by the League with Goldie My- 
e€rson as guest speaker. The audience 
was most responsive. Over three hun- 
dred shares were sold for Nakhshon, 
in whose interest the meeting was 
held. Dr. Roy R. Diamond presided. 


Social Workers’ Chapter, Its pro- 
ject to establish an I. M. Rubinow col- 
lection at the Library of the School for 
Social Work in Jerusalem, is making 
exceptional progress, according to a 
statement by Mr. David Cederbaum. 
In the very near future, the full list of 
s rs will be announced. Among 

who have accepted sponsorshi 

on the — committee, are Dr. Sol- 
omon Lowenstein, executive director 
of the Federation of Jewish Philan- 
thropies in New York; Dr. John Slaw- 
son, executive director, Jewish Board 
of Guardians; and Dr. Samuel Kohs, 
executive director, National Co-ordin- 
ating Committee for German Refu- 
gees. The committee is planning a 
special exhibit and lunhceon to be 
held at the forthcoming National Con- 
ference of Jewish Social Work in 
Washington, D. C. 
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Bensonhurst newly formed chapter 
will hold its next meeting at the Jew- 
ish Community House, on Sunday, 
April 10, 7:30 P. M. Mr. Remy Har- 
rison, leader of the group, has pre- 
pared an interesting social cultural 
program. 


Eva Berkowitz Chapter has made 
considerable progress since its incep- 
tion a few weeks ago. Its last two 
meetings were addressed by Dr. A. S. 
Kohanski and Mr. Benjamin Itzko- 
witz. The following officers are head- 
ing the group: Mrs. Eva Young, chair- 
man; Miss Lillian R. Cohen, secret- 
ary; Miss Dorothy Berkowitz, treas- 
urer. 


New Chapter, A new group was 
organized in the Bronx, with the as- 
sistance of Miss Clara Goodman. Dr. 
A. S. Kohanski addressed the gath- 
ering on the “Role of the Histadrut.” 
The Temporary officers are Ben Kap- 
lan, chairman; Harriet Plautt, secret- 
aty-treasurer; Sam Reiser, cultural 
chairman. The group will meet re- 
gularly on alternate Friday nights. 
The new Brooklyn Chapter, organized 
by Miss Anne Munves will hold its 
next meeting on April 7th, 8:30 P.M. 
Mrs. Israel Goldstein will speak on 
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“The Need of a National Homeland.” 


Camden is now making final pre- 

arations for the Nakhshon mass 

meeting to be held on April 7th with 
Goldie Myerson as guest speaker. 


Chicago Council has just carried 
through a major affair for the “Jewish 
Frontier” and is now — with 
its organizational and cultural acti- 
vities. 

Manhattan chapter celebrated Purim 
with a party at the home of Miss Rose 
L. Rosenberg. The attendance was to 
capacity and the program most enjoy- 
able. 


Philadelphia chapter is now actively 
engaged in the Geverkshaften Cam- 
aign, and in prepaartions for an af- 
air on behalf of the Leon Blum Col- 
ony, to be sponsored by a city-wide 
council. 


Baltimore, Dr. Alexander S. Kohan- 
ski addressed a meeting of the Pro- 
gressive Sick Benefit and Relief Asso- 
ciation, on the “Role of Jewish Labor 
in Palestine.” The audience was very 
responsive and the president of the 
association, Mr. Max Feffer, voiced the 
sentiment of his membership in ex- 
pressing his warm feelings toward the 
— and Labor Palestine in gen- 
eral. 
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* In Canada by the Canadian Pacific Telegraph 
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Postal Teleqrapb 
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TEA MATZOS 


IMPROVED 
SQUARE MATZOS 


EGG MATZOS 
MATZO MEAL 
MATZO FERFEL 


Baked under supervision ae othe 
of prige, Slbidlal 
RABBI MENDEL CHODROW ania 
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITIES 
OF AMERICA:—DECLINE 
OR PROGRESS? ? ? 


To find the answer to this pertinent question and 
to its sociological implications Mr. Charles Raddock, 
known to readers of the Yiddish press and Anglo- 
Jewish publications of America, is conducting a 
sociological survey of “representative” American 
Jewish communities for THE JEWISH FRONTIER. 

MR. RADDOCK will discuss problems with Jew- 
ish leaders and officials of Jewish organizations. 

We urge these leaders to assist MR. RADDOCK 
in his survey by answering his questionnaire in detail, 
etc. All sources of information will be duly acknowl- 
edged by Mr. Raddock and THE JEWISH 
FRONTIER. 


JEWISH FRONTIER © 





IN EUROPE - MEXICO 
‘THE SOVIET UNION - 


YOU WILL SEE MORE THAN 
' TOURIST SIGHTS WITH 


THE OPEN ROAD 


Small travel groups recruited from the professions— 
authoritative leaders assisted by cultured natives 
guides—social contact with people of each country. 


PUBLIC HEALTH IN THE SOVIET UNION, under leadership 
of Dr. Henry E. Sigerist. Five weeks of study and ob- 
servation in principal cities and health resorts. Pro- 
gramed with cooperation of Peoples Commissariat of 
Health. Sailing June 11. Back August 12. . 

FOURTH ANNUAL TRAVEL COLLECTIVE IN THE SOVIET 
UNION, under leadership of Dr. Joshua Kunitz. Lenin- 
grad, Ukraine, Caucasus, Soviet Armenia, Crimea. 
Sailing July 6. Back September |. 

DENMARK, SWEDEN, NORWAY, under leadership of Prof. 
Hartley W. Cross. Cities and countryside including 
Norway's fjords and mountains. Study of cooperatives 
and folk schools. Sailing July 1. Back August 29. 

“INSIDE EUROPE." Auspices American Student Union. 
France, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Soviet Union, Finland, 
Sweden, England. For college students only. Sailing 
July 2. Back August 22. 

MEXICO, under leadership of Julien Bryan. More than a 
month in the cities and native villages. Sailing July 14. 
Back August 23. 


For rates and descriptive circulars 
on these and 20 other trips address: 


/ XY 8 W. 40th SR 
¥ NEWYORK 


Cooperating in the Soviet Union with Intourist 

















(Continued from page 26) 


in its initial stages. The basic forces which harrowed Jew- 
ish life in the Diaspora and led to the plowing of deep 
social furrows in Palestine are today of greater significance 
for them than those minor organizational and ideological 
differences which creep in even into the ranks of the 
pioneer movement in Palestine. 

There is sctill much room for deep artistic and scientific 
interpretation of the development and the social organiza- 
tion of the Chalutzim in Palestine. But “Deep Furrows” 
casts much light on a vital phenomenon with which only 
few in America are heretofore acquainted. 
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ANNUAL 


REUNION and DANCE 
Cooks Falls Lodge 


COOKS FALLS, NEW YORE 


Sunday Evening, April 24th 


HOTEL CENTER 
108 WEST 43rd STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
PRIZES . REFRESHMENTS 


I OO OO LOO I AO OO OO COO OO OO OO Oe OO CAO OOO OO OO 


“ONE OF THE BEST MUSICAL SHOWS OF 
THE YEAR”—Atkinson, N. Y. Times. 


“PINS and NEEDLES” 


NEW YORK’S HIT MUSICAL REVUE 
With ILGWU Players 
SEATS NOW SELLING FOR MAY 


Evenings: 8:40 


LABOR STAGE Mit» Wed. & Sat. 2:40 


. Evenings, 55c to $2.75 
39th St. and 6th Ave. BRyant 9-1163 Matiness, 35¢ to $2.20 
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